With Escea gas fireplaces there’s no need to compromise on design. Flexible flue
technology allows you to put the fire wherever you want and there’s also the freedom to
surround your fireplace in any material you can think of, from timber to leather.
The only limit is your imagination.

Learn more at escea.com/DS-Series
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Fireplace, anyplace.

We’re giving away a
Showerdome® worth $299!

Be in

to

Steamed mirrors, condensation on walls
and ceilings, slippery floors and mould
are year-round annoying home issues
caused by shower steam, which can
add significant costs to house upkeep.
Not to mention that a dry warm house
is also a healthy house, as damp
bathrooms are the perfect place for
fungus and bacteria to grow, causing
serious health problems. Showerdome®
solves all these problems, controlling
steam, reducing condensation and
making the house healthier and
warmer.

Private residence, Bay of Islands

A Showerdome® shower top consists
of a clear acrylic dome that prevents
steam from forming when fitted on
top of an existing shower box. With no
on-going costs it is the most effective
investment one can make for a home
or rental property. Showerdome® also
makes mirror demisters and extractor
fans redundant and could save the
average household around $250 in
energy costs alone.

From a strong retaining wall to a stunning
pergola, exposed rafters, sturdy deck
or walkway, there’s nothing better than
Northbeam for real strength and character.

Tailor-made in lengths up to 7.2 metres, these
strong SG8 and SG10 verified beams and square
posts are naturally elegant, easy on the eye and
very cost-effective.

Northbeam timber beams and posts from
Northpine are made from pine grown in
Northland because it is stronger, denser and
stiffer than pine grown anywhere else in NZ.

If you prefer the strength, warmth and charm of
timber, insist on Northbeam. BRANZ Appraised,
it’s the natural first choice for specifiers. Talk to your
architect, designer or building supply merchant.

To enter simply email us with
‘SHOWERDOME’ in the subject
line to go into the draw to WIN!

win@myspacemagazine.co.nz
A:
P:
E:
W:

120 Foundry Road, Silverdale
0508 432 115
northbeam@northpine.co.nz
www.northpine.co.nz

*Entries close 31 July 2019. Winner will be notified by email and
prize despatched to their chosen delivery address. We have 1x DIY
Showerdome® kit to give away valued at $299 (installation by a
trained local Showerdome® installer is available at standard pricing)

A product range of Northpine Ltd

Appraisal No.986 [2017]

www.showerdome.co.nz
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Welcome to MySpace, a free magazine
to capture, captivate and motivate the
energetic and increasingly growing local
design, build and renovation market.
When searching for ideas for your dream
home or how to improve existing property
with the latest styles and trends, look no
further than MySpace!
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The Charity Build for Papamoa Surf
Lifesaving Club...is complete!
A home built with purpose
This is a fine example of what can be
achieved when a company and its
trades and suppliers pulls together says
G.J. Gardner’s Tauranga franchise
co-owner Kirsty McConnell.

Kirsty was speaking before the April
4, 2019 auction of the charity home,
built by G.J. Gardner Homes on land
at Terrace Views, donated by Zariba
Properties, together expected to raise
about $475,000 toward the Papamoa Surf
Lifesaving Club’s new rescue centre*.
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“It’s a house built with purpose and love
and a great example of collaborative
effort. We are very proud to be part of
this,” Kirsty enthuses.
She says the idea to build a house was
born more than 18 months ago and it
has been an incredible journey.
“I’ve seen a real community spirit from
all involved during this build - everyone
doing their bit, and encouraging each
other to be generous. We’ve been
blown away by the support received
from all our suppliers, trades and
sub-contractors. Everyone wanted to
get 100% behind this project.”

The Cablerite team members offered
free labour in support of the surf club.
It’s a cause close to Scott’s heart. He’s a
volunteer lifeguard and his whole family
is involved in the Papamoa club.
“Our current rescue base is outdated.
We need a new one to help us do our
job better,” Scott says.
G.J. Gardner Homes has a reputation for
building quality homes, and this threebedroom, two-bathroom architecturally
designed home is no exception. The
Papamoa house – affectionately called
PapSurfHome – is in Te Wharo Drive and
spans 182m2 on a 388m2 site.

Many hands make light work
Rob Hancock, owner of Cablerite
Electrical, along with sparky Aaron
Dolman and Scott Miller are amongst
the many charity build ‘legends’.

Working together to get the
NEW Papamoa Surf Club underway

Photo: Jame Troughton/Dscribe Media

A U C T I O N E D
A P R I L

All proceeds from
the sale of this home
will be donated
to go towards the
build of the NEW
Papamoa Surf
Lifesaving Club’s
rescue centre
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Thanks to all who donated,
from G.J. Gardner Homes.

$475k
C O M B I N E D *

DONATION

Is expected once
the home is sold.

Tradies and
suppliers dig
deep to help
Ben Lunn from Stiled
Tiling, Karl Fullerton &
team from Advantage
Building and Mike
Shaw from Coastal
Fixing are just some
of the many ‘legends’
who donated.
Thank you!

TAURANGA OFFICE
141 15th Avenue, Tauranga
Open Monday to Friday
8.30am - 5.00pm

Ph (07) 571 2032

Visit us online

> Find out more about
this auction

At G.J. Gardner Homes, we would love the opportunity to
build your new home too. We promise to deliver exceptional
value and genuine commitment every step of the way. Our

> Ask for expert advice

vision is to have every one of our customers recommend us

> View home designs

to their closest friend. It’s our happy customers who have

> Visit a showhome

helped us become New Zealand’s favourite home builder,

> Read testimonials

completing more homes in New Zealand than any other

> Create your ‘wishlist’

home builder over the past 20 years.

SHOWHOMES
Omokoroa, The Lakes, Terrace Views.
Open Everyday 12.00pm - 4.00pm
BAYFAIR OFFICE
Open Everyday 11.00pm - 4.00pm
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0800 42 45 46

www.gjgardner.co.nz
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Living large at the beach

A modest-sized section doesn’t have to stop you
from living large.
Tauranga’s Cullen Keiser Architecture and Project
Builders Ltd proved this by combining their talents and
expertise to create a stunning, family-friendly beach house
that belies its 235sqm floor area.
With four bedrooms, three living areas and two
bathrooms, the architecturally-designed Papamoa home
offers unexpected spaciousness and functionality.
“It was a very tight site,” says Daniel Cullen of Cullen
Keiser Architecture, “but we were able to utilise the floor
area with pleasing results.”
Just one street back from the beach, the Range Road
home has separate spaces for all ages and stages of family
life, with an open-plan living area and self-contained
media room downstairs. Upstairs there is another generous
lounge.
On the ground floor, large sliders open out onto a
wraparound deck, further extending the living space to
the outdoors.
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“As everyone knows, land is of a premium in Tauranga, so
we wanted to make use of the entire site,” says Daniel. “Not a
scrap of land was wasted.”
High ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows feature
throughout the house, making the rooms look light and
spacious.
“I love glass,” admits Daniel. “It’s a great material for
making spaces feel open. A lot of thought went into it.”
Project Builders Ltd prides itself on building high-quality
homes with a difference. Their expert craftsmanship ensures
every detail is finished to the highest standard.
“We love working with Cullen Keiser Architecture because
they have fresh, modern ideas and each home is unique,” says
director Carl Garas.
“We work closely together to create homes that are both
beautiful and liveable, incorporating architectural features
with a point of difference.”
With increasingly busy lives, there has been a move away
from the ‘quarter-acre dream’ in favour of low maintenance
living, says Carl.
“A comfortable, healthy home is a priority for many people,
and the design is an expression of their identity,” he says.
“By combining our architectural and building expertise, we
make the magic happen.”

Carl Garas • 021 117 3027 • office@projetbuilders.nz
myspace Issue 6
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BROOKS

LANDSCAPES

‘Your Complete Outdoor, Design & Build & Garden Specialists’

Hamish

CALL NOW FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

Phone 07 571 1103 or 027 215 6717
hamish@brookslandscapes.co.nz
Design & Plans

Construction

Planting

Maintenance

www.brookslandscapes.co.nz
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Keeping with the classics

Styling by Amber Armitage, images by Melanie Jenkins.Project
by Nobbs Radford Architects. Photos: Katherine Lu
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This classic white-on-white palette looks extra fresh with tropical plants and a mix of textures, including the woven basket, faux furs, and the
plywood flooring is finished with Resene Colorwood Whitewash. The walls are painted Resene Double Black White, the benches and mirror
frame are in Resene Quarter Rice Cake, and the hat box and slatted crate are in Resene Sea Fog.

In an age where it can sometimes feel like trends
change faster than the weather, classic design
styles and colour combinations will always be in
high demand. However, formulating a design that
doesn’t border on being boring or feel like it’s been
frozen in time can take a bit of finessing.
Creating a look with real longevity starts with forging the right
foundation to build upon. Constructed furniture in timeless designs,
durable finishes, and a flexible palette that complements a whole
spectrum of colour choices are a winning combination.
In addition, sticking to a classic look can help you avoid the issue
of a design looking choppy if you’ve had to stop and start your
renovation due to cash flow woes.
By employing some thoughtful planning and tried-and-tested ideas,
you’ll end up with a design solution that can be easily adapted as tastes
and styles change, forming a cohesive look and a project that will stay
within your budget.
Failing to plan is a plan to fail

The best design solutions start with a well-thought-out plan – and
that’s especially important if your renovation is happening over the
course of several months (or, let’s be honest, years).
Fleshing out a path forward that keeps your end goal and budget
at the front of the decision-making process can help you steer clear of
problems later.
It’ll also help when you’re figuring out where to spend your money
to get the most bang for your buck.
A good plan will assist you when it comes to avoiding the
temptation of last-minute bargains that may or may not be the right

fit for your design and could end up looking dated by the time your
project is finished.
If you’re unsure where to start, it never hurts to get an expert
opinion. Use the free Resene colour consultancy service at: www.
resene.co.nz/colourexpert or via your local Resene ColorShop.
Back to basics

One way to ensure a space has staying power is to turn it into a
blank canvas. Nothing beats a base that’s built on good quality basics.
Consider buying solid wood furniture, and make sure you pick
up the best that you can afford. Coffee and side tables, drawers and
shelving that can stand the test of time will help them look better for
longer. This will have a positive impact on the look of the entire space.
Plus, these pieces can be easily stained or repainted over and over if
your colour or style tastes evolve. From there, you can start picking a
palette that complements the tones in your timber.
Remember that ‘blank canvas’ doesn’t necessarily mean that you
have to stick to white or cream. The right colour choices – classic
tones that work like neutrals – can also be used to build a base that
you can bring to life with changeable extras like cushions, throws and
decorative accessories.
As a helpful resource to get you started, Resene has created the
Classic Collection – a specially curated selection of shades that have
staying power and look great in virtually any home.
Grab a palette from your local Resene ColorShop and pick whatever
colours speak to you.
Classic colour combos

There is a reason why some combinations are considered classics.
They work in most rooms and appeal to most tastes.
An ever-popular non-white neutral to consider is Resene Half Tea
- a muted grey-beige that subtly changes in appearance depending on
the light and surrounding colours.
You can easily pair it with greyed blues, such as Resene Coast or
myspace Issue 6
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Resene Dusted Blue, but it’s just as successful when matched with
earthy browns like Resene Arrowtown, or Resene Napa and brick reds
such as Resene Pioneer Red or Resene Redwood.
For a crisp finish, opt for a bright white like Resene Black White for
ceilings and trims.
Other interesting neutrals to experiment with include Resene Jumbo,
for a true grey with high contrast when paired with Resene Black
White, and Resene Soothe - a pale pink that works wonderfully with
Resene Rice Cake.
One of the most classic combinations of all is navy with white and
beige. It is a grouping often seen in the ever-popular Hamptons style.
Try going a touch darker into a blue-black, such as Resene Indian Ink,
then lighten it with Resene Alabaster and Resene Half Spanish White.
If deep blue is not your thing, opt for a paler weathered blue such as
Resene Breeze for a beachy effect, or swap the blue out completely for a
forest green such as Resene Permanent Green.
Of course, you can’t get more classic than simple black and white.
You can still experiment by veering into deep greys and charcoals like
Resene Jaguar or Resene Bastille, and into creamier or putty-toned
whites like Resene Pearl Lusta.
All of them make a great backdrop for layering on colourful
furnishings and accessories.
Break it up

This plywood wall stained Resene Pitch Black defines this chic
black and white colour scheme. The rest of the walls provide
balance in Resene Alabaster and medium grey Resene Quarter
Atmosphere accents scattered throughout help to bridge the gap
between light and dark. Styling by Claudia Kozub, images by Melanie Jenkins.
10
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Too much neutral tends to get boring, so you may need to get a bit
braver to break things up. Adding a feature wall in a bold paint colour
or wallpaper is an easy way to work a trendier colour into a classic
palette.
If you get tired of it, it’s much easier and more practical to update
just one wall than an entire room.
Another way to add depth to your design is to start with a pale shade

on the walls and then build up layers of deeper tones. For example,
walls in Resene Biscotti could be built upon with furniture and
accessories in deeper sun-baked shades, such as Resene Just Dance,
Resene Soulful, Resene Desperado and Resene Twizel.
Remember, opting for a classic palette doesn’t mean you can’t
incorporate touches of your own personal flair.
Try using a muted pastel shade like Resene Half Secrets or Resene
Half Duck Egg Blue as your base wall colour and layer it with
changeable soft furnishings in different and deeper tonal shades with
pops of bold contrast.
Look to the Resene The Range fashion colours fandeck for popular
brights that would pair well with either, like Resene Cleopatra or
Resene Yowza.
Remember to work in a bit of texture too. Try using different
tactile-looking fabrics and finishes in tandem with your classic colour
palette.
Natural fibres, like coarse linen, smooth silk and natural wood
grains, can all add visual interest and, when cared for properly, will
look great for years to come.
Top tips:

The best way to keep a classic look is to decorate with things you
truly love. No matter what decade it was purchased in, if a piece really
speaks to you, you can find a way to work it in.
Metallic fixtures like faucets are one of the first things that can look
dated when trends change. Pick clean designs that aren’t too ornate to
give them the most staying power and stick to one finish for the most
cohesive look.
And remember, a simple white kitchen or bathroom will never go
out of style.

This bedroom combines a
traditional coastal colour
combination of Resene
Midwinter Mist walls and
Resene Eighth Pearl Lusta
trim with simple, timeless
wooden furniture that can
be repainted to suit a
myriad of styles.

The repetition of round shapes tie this dining nook’s classic celery
colour palette together. The walls are in Resene Quarter Coriander
with a Resene Alabaster painted feature. The table is in Resene Quarter
Titania and the chairs and shelving unit are in Resene Miso, Resene
Secrets, Resene Quarter Coriander and Resene Thistle.

free!

Images by Bryce Carleton.
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Beautifully unique homes
When you’ve been a builder
for 30 years, you’d think it would
be hard to step back and hand
over the reins.
But retired builder Dean Tiriana knew
he was in safe hands when he and his wife
Caroline enlisted Anderson Homes BOP Ltd
to build them a new home in Papamoa.
Daniel Rowley-Anderson is a hands-on
owner operator, which means he’s both a
builder and a project manager rolled into one.
“There is a lot of detail in the house,”
says Dean. “With Daniel on site project
managing, he was able to sort out any day-today variations as they arose.
“We were really impressed with both the
efficiency and the standard of his work.
Daniel’s craftsmanship and attention to detail

mean our new home was completed to an
extremely high standard.”
Within walking distance to the beach, the
four-bedroomed home, with a wraparound
timber deck, has been designed for low
maintenance living with exceptional indooroutdoor flow.
The brick and cedar exterior complements
the coastal environment, while polished
concrete floors in the main living area inside
accommodate sandy feet.
With two bathrooms, two living areas and
a double garage, they have made the most of
the 215sqm footprint, and superior fittings
and fixtures give a high quality finish.
“I like to ‘up-spec’ all the finishings,
to create homes that stand out,” explains
Daniel. “Details like the choice of doors, the
bathroom suite and kitchen cupboards can
make all the difference between an ordinary

and extraordinary house.
“It’s really satisfying to be able to see a
build though from start to finish and to be
involved in all of the steps along the way,
from earthworks and landscaping through
to helping to choose the taps and door
handles.”
Anderson Homes works with a preferred
architect, to create beautifully unique homes,
but will also happily work with a client’s
chosen architect.
A fixed price is also agreed before work
commences.
“Each home is designed the way the client
wants it, and there are no hidden expenses at
the end,” says Daniel.
“There’s nothing quite like moving into a
new home that has been tailor-made to your
requirements, and I find great satisfaction in
helping people realise their dream home.”

myspace Issue 6
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New natural-look tile

Love the look of natural stone but don’t have
the budget? Now you get the look of travertine,
sandstone, granite and other sophisticated stones
at prices you can afford.
An exciting new product has been launched onto the New Zealand
market which is set to revolutionise interior and exterior design.
Hamilton-based VersaTiles New Zealand Ltd has secured the
exclusive rights to sell Phomi Tiles, which are created using modified
clay material (MCM) technology.
The tiles can be used on almost any surface, from exterior walls
and fences to ceilings and floors, providing a cost-effective option
for renovating an existing space or adding a design feature to a new
build.
Made from a combination of clay, sand, stone powder, ash and
acrylic, Phomi Tiles mimic a range of materials, including stone,
brick, wood and leather.
The different shades are created using natural clay colours and,
being much lighter than traditional materials, they have a greatly
reduced carbon footprint.
They are also crack resistant, fire retardant, stain-resistant,
breathable and able to withstand extreme temperatures, as well
as being sound-absorbent and gentle on the environment when
recycled.
Already used in the United States, Canada, Singapore and China,
they have a wide range of residential and commercial applications,
both indoors and out.
“I’m extremely excited about bringing this product to New
Zealand,” says director Jane Eyre.
14
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“Phomi Tiles have a good international track record and I think
Kiwis will take to them well.”
Jane says the tiles have already been well received by architects and
builders who have received samples.
“They’re very excited by the product and are keen to use it,” she
adds. “Their use is limited only by people’s imagination.
“They can dress something up quite quickly. For instance, they are
perfect for updating concrete block, or creating an interior feature
wall. The red brick makes a very effective New York warehouse look.
“They are cheaper and less messy to install than the real thing. You
can either use a professional tiler or DIY it, and they are very good
environmentally.”
Make an appointment to view the range by calling Jane on:
0274 526 339 or order samples via: www.versatiles.co.nz
For further information, email: info@versatiles.co.nz

Phone 0274 526 339
www.versatiles.co.nz
info@versatiles.co.nz

“Angela helped us from start to finish to bring our visions to life, her endless
patience, tenacity and ability to interpret our thoughts into reality was of
immeasurable value in helping us bring the project together, we had to
make a multitude of decisions which required her expert knowledge and
creative head and her advice and implementation was second to none”
[Project: Riviera Court – Papamoa Beach]

Interior Designer, Angela Gray
of Design One showcases one
of her recent projects here at
home in Papamoa Beach. Angela
brought this French Country
vista with a modern edge to
life, working closely alongside
her clients in crafting a vision,
of hand painted antique style
consoles customised within

the bathroom spaces as their
vanities. “It was such a rewarding
experience, being part of a home
that is uniquely different to our
beachside town. I love being
involved in many different and
varying design projects, being
adaptable is critical to our everevolving region.” says Angela.
Scullery and Barn doors were

distressed to give a weathered
effect and compliment the
hero of the home. The interior
brick wall was transformed from
a basic exterior cream brick,
with straight lines into an aged,
old-world charm effect, using
different techniques. The Iron
chandeliers, custom designed
zinc rangehood, ornate mirrors,

regal tapware and printed tiles
throughout compliment the
characteristics of this unique home.

021 729 458
h e l l o @ d e s i g n o n e . c o. n z
w w w. d e s i g n o n e . c o. n z

Interior designer Angela Gray
myspace Issue 6
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After a home refresh or a complete redesign? Call me to discuss, with your first one hour consult being complimentary.

Romantic Rome meets

Tropical Thailand
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Stepping out onto the patio of
Janelle and Brendan’s Pyes Pa
home, you could be forgiven for
thinking you have arrived at
an island resort.
An inviting, azure swimming pool sparkles
in the hot sun, at the end of which a breezy,
pillared summerhouse beckons.
“Our friends tell us it’s like being in a resort
in Fiji,” says Janelle.
And it’s easy to see why. The stunning
outdoor space has been designed with
relaxation and socialising in mind.
The couple and their two children, Kalarn,

14, and Sumatra, 10, moved to Tauranga from
Coromandel Town six years ago, in search of a
change in lifestyle.
Janelle and Brendan had been working
seven days a week running a busy Lodge, and
as the children entered their teenage years
they wanted them to have more opportunities
available to them.
So they bought a 14-acre lifestyle block,
surrounded by native bush, and populated it
with cows, goats, chickens, ducks, fish and their
three dogs, Hunter, Merlin and Lily.
They also regularly host international
students. It’s a case of the more the merrier
as far as Janelle’s concerned, and as an ardent
traveller she loves bringing different cultures
into their home.

Be ready for next Summer!

New Zealand Supplier of Barrier Reef Pools
& BOP/Waikato Installer
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“There are so many mouths to feed,” she laughs.
But they wouldn’t have it any other way.
The pool renovation, which was completed last month, was
motivated largely by wanting somewhere that their children could
hang out with their friends during their teenage years.
“We wanted to create a fun and relaxed sanctuary, so as teenagers
they would want to bring their friends home for weekends, then we
can close the gate and take the keys off them,” says Brendan.
Indicative of its 1980s roots, the property had a 7m kidney-shaped
pool set into a timber deck when they bought it.
With the deck starting to disintegrate, they were faced with the
decision of repairing or completely remodelling the space, which
flows out from the kitchen at the rear of the house.
They opted for the latter, enlisting the services of Pools Plus
- a Tauranga-based, family-run business that specialises in pool
installations.

18
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By constructing a large retaining wall and backfilling it, they
extended the area by four metres to make way for the new, 13m-long
fibreglass pool which is 4.5m at its widest and 2m at its deepest.
“Pools Plus have been amazing,” says Brendan. “They took care of
everything, including the retaining walls, earthworks, planning and
layout and consulting with council.”
Laser levels were used to contour the ground to the exact shape of the
pool, which was lifted in by crane.
Edged with White Quartzite pool coping from Natural Stone
Imports Taupo, the pool’s ‘Pacific Shimmer’ finish glitters as it catches
the light. Its iridescence is enhanced by a shallow, 2.5m by 4m sunpod
at one end, featuring tiles by local artisan Stuart Allen, of Palmer and
Allen BOP. Like paua shells, the multi-hued tiles come to life as the sun
changes position.
“In the early evening they really light up,” says Janelle.“I don’t swim
much, so the sunpod was built for me. I like to sit here and put my
feet in.”
Four fountains, activated at the touch of a button, are a firm favourite
with Kalarn and Sumatra, while glass balustrades from Provista
Balustrade Systems, enclose the pool area, letting in the sweeping vistas
of native bush on one side and landscaped gardens on the other.
“The native bird life is abundant here,” says Brendan. “Once we
counted 23 kereru on the jacaranda tree. They come at a certain
time of year.”

myspace Issue 6
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After the sun has set, a sophisticated lighting system brings the
water to life in a rainbow of colours.
Overlooking the pool, and setting the scene for rest and relaxation,
is what they refer to as the “cabana” - a summerhouse that blends a
mix of cultures in its design.
“It’s like a Roman bath house, but set in the tropics,” says Janelle.
Moroccan-inspired tiles, light fittings, crockery and cushions add a
North African influence, while copperware from India is reminiscent
of holidays abroad.
“We’ve done a lot of travelling through India and Asia and it’s
rubbed off a bit,” says Janelle.
“It is an eclectic mix rather than everything matching.”
Wooden furniture by Greenslades Furniture, brings warm, earthy
tones to the room.
A Corfu shelving unit, which combines wood and metal, is home
to crockery and keepsakes from their travels.
The Spanish-designed, 3m Mulhouse dining table, crafted from
recycled elm cottage doors and paired with black vintage leather
Halo Mimi dining chairs that seat 10, is the centrepiece of the room.
Patterned bowls filled with colourful herbs and spices adorn the
length of the table, awaiting guests.
“We often have a table full of people,” says Janelle. “We love to
have friends over because they feel so relaxed here.
“During the summer we eat out here every night.”
A large feature window, framing a tropical garden outside
complete with a pond, water feature, Thai figurines and fish,
provides a tranquil backdrop to the dining area.
Overhead, the airy diaphragm ceiling is painted with Resene
SpaceCote Flat with fly deterrent, in Seafog, while the walls are
Resene Quarter Rakaia.

20
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slides back to reveal another bench in black
granite, along with outside stools for wet,
pool-drenched kids to perch on for meals.
Husband and wife team, Shelley and
Jared Laban of Concept Construction, were
in charge of the design and build of the
cabana, with all building materials supplied
by Mount Oregon ITM. Cablerite Electrical
fitted out the electrics.
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“Resene manufacture a paint additive
specially designed to deter flies on the
ceiling, and it really works,” says Janelle.
“I don’t know how I would get up there to
clean the ceiling otherwise.”
The kitchen bench, supplied by Pacific
Stone, is an engineered Caesarstone
imported from Israel, and has a unique
matte ‘leather-look’ finish. A servery window

Call the shutter and blind experts today for your FREE guide
and to book your FREE in-home consultation

0508 274 888

santafeshutters.co.nz
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Due to being classified as a high wind zone, and being next to an
embankment, the building needed to be strengthened with 14 large
steel posts that were driven 2.5m into the ground.
“The builder, Jared, nicknamed it ‘the bunker’ because it is so full
of steel,” says Brendan.
And, as the summerhouse forms part of the pool enclosure, all the
windows, supplied by NZ Windows, are made from reinforced glass,
while Energy Efficient Solutions installed a heat pump so the cabana
is also comfortable for winter use.
On the exterior, cedar soffits are matched by 90mm Louvre
woodgrain aluminium Florida shutters, supplied by Sante Fe
Shutters, bringing an authentic cabana aesthetic.
It’s the idyllic holiday location without leaving home.
While the Marks are not planning on doing further renovations
anytime soon, they say one final thing needs addressing.
“The outside of the house could benefit from a freshen-up now,
in order to marry in the new project with the original house,”
says Janelle.

NZWINDOWS IS YOUR PREMIUM
SUPPLIER OF WINDOWS AND DOORS
We are proud to have provided the stunning windows
and doors for Janelle and Brendan’s Cabana.

nzwindows.co.nz
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0800 785 010

Quality stone surfaces

Pacific Stone was established in 1985 and are a leading
supplier of natural and engineered stone kitchen and vanity
bench tops. We cater to the domestic and commercial
market throughout the North Island.
We supply to kitchen/cabinet makers from Auckland to Palmerston
North, but we also sell direct to the public and have a showroom at 51
Koromiko Street, Tauranga.
Our experienced stone masons make each stone bench top to meet your
exact design specifications and then our specialists install it perfectly for
you. Your hand-crafted bench top will create an added ‘wow factor’ and can
add thousands to the value of your home.
Whether you are looking for granite, quartz, marble, porcelain, Dekton
or engineered stone we have a suitable option for you. If you are renovating
your existing kitchen or building a new home, we’ll be able to help you
through the design process and help you decide which surface is best for
your bench tops.
Our website is a great source of inspiration and information to help
you in this process. Browse our testimonials on our website
www.pacificstone.co.nz to give you an air of confidence that we always
strive to exceed our customers expectations.
Call in or see us at our showroom or call our free phone number
0800 100 078 to discuss your ideas.

51-53 Koromiko St, Judea, Tauranga
t: 07 578 5024 | f: 07 578 2706 | t: 0800 100 078
www.pacificstone.co.nz
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Exceptional service
for an agreed fee
For many people, buying a home
is one of the largest financial
commitments they will make
in their lifetime.
But that doesn’t mean it has to be
stressful.
Kirsten Murfitt, of KM Law, believes
buying property should be a stress-free
process.
“Whether it’s a rental, commercial
building or a place to call home, you

Satinder Sohal and Kirsten Murfitt.

should be able to go into it feeling
confident that your lawyer is only a
telephone call or text away,”
says Kirsten.
“Clients are paying us to take the
stress out of the transaction, and
communication is a key part of that.
“I like to think of myself as ‘your local
stress-free lawyer’ by doing everything I
can to make the process as seamless
as possible.”
KM Law is a general practice law firm
in Tauranga specialising in property,
trust and commercial law.
Kirsten leads a friendly, approachable
team, with an emphasis on fast, open
communication. She even gives out
her mobile phone number to all of her
clients so they can contact her directly
when they need to.
Having previously worked for two
top-tier law firms in Auckland and
in-house for a software development
company and manufacturing company,
Kirsten has a broad range of experience,
and delivers the same high standard
whether you’re a first home buyer or a
property developer.
When it comes to cost, not many
people like surprises, which is why
KM Law has fixed fees for buying
and selling a property and refinancing,
which are clearly laid out at:
www.kmlaw.co.nz
If the scope of work falls outside its
standard fees, KM Law is happy to
provide capped fees, on request.
“The costs that come with buying and

Kirsten Murfitt.

selling property can be daunting,” says
Kirsten. “We like to be upfront about
what our fees are from the outset. It’s
all part of offering a transparent and
informed service.”
With no better advertisement than
word of mouth, KM Law is proud to
regularly receive referrals from happy
customers singing their praises about
how professional, attentive, efficient,
thorough and friendly the legal team is.
“If our clients are happy, we’re happy.”

YOUR BUSINESS IS OUR BUSINESS
| Residential Property | Commerical Property | Wills and Trusts |
We understand that our success is dependent on client satisfaction and word-of-mouth referrals. We pride ourselves on being
approachable, delivering professional legal services and being upfront about our fees. We deliver the same high standard whether you
are a first home buyer or the managing director of a company.
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738 Cameron Road, Tauranga

info@kmlaw.co.nz

ph 07 543 9476

www.kmlaw.co.nz

myspace Issue 6

|

25

Kitchens

and Spatial Design

Mark Bruce, CKD, Dip KD

What influences New
Zealand kitchen design? Is
it manufacturing restraints,
overseas influences, product
availability or simply market
expectations?
In New Zealand, we are fortunate to have
an abundance of small joinery companies
that can still offer custom-built kitchens
at a competitive price. This is reasonably
unique, as most of the Northern Hemisphere
is now dominated by large, centralised
manufacturers providing a bulk of the
kitchens in modular formats.
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I’m fairly comfortable in saying there
should be no manufacturing restraints. Our
qualified, skilled tradespeople, infused with
Kiwi ingenuity and modern machinery,
put us in an enviable position of building
whatever is designed.

European influence
New Zealanders like European design, so
a lot of our design themes follow the trends
that come through from Europe. Kitchen
designers now travel en mass to Eurocucina,
Milan’s kitchen expo, to soak up the latest in
design and products.
I have attended some of these events and,
over the years, it has become apparent that
European design is heavily influenced not
just by designers, but by manufacturing
restraints.
In 2002 and 2004, European kitchen
designs were focusing on the horizontal
line and flat rectangles. In 2006 there were
few curves appearing, while 2008 saw an
explosion of curves - it was as though the
ruler had been thrown away and everybody
had bought a compass.
The design gibberish was ‘the organic
look’ or ‘a softer feel’. As a cabinetmaker I
was really impressed, because I could see
the manufacturing difficulties and costs
associated.
On my visit in 2012, at the end of a global
financial crisis, the rulers were back out and
the curves had taken a back seat. Was this
purely a design trend?
Maybe I’m a cynic, but it seemed to me
that European manufacturers were wagging
the tail when it came to that design trend.

What sometimes restrains us is historical
bad design still perceived as good design untrained designers reusing old techniques
such as corner pantries, 2100h tall units in
high stud rooms and double hung corner
doors.
There is an old saying that “you are only
limited by your imagination”. Given we
have this enviable manufacturing capability,
perhaps we should be looking at investing
in training designers to fully utilise this
manufacturing potential.
I look at some of our kitchen design award
winners and they are truly world class better than a lot of European showcases. The
disappointing thing is that this design skill
doesn’t always trickle down to the garden
variety kitchen.

Customer friendly information
I’m encouraged to see that the major
hardware suppliers have produced customer
friendly information on compartmentalising,
storage and ergonomics for kitchens. These
useful tools have not only highlighted the
importance of this information for the
design, but made it available for everyone to
use.
As I mentioned, we seem to follow
European design trends, but the fly in this
sandwich is that we also follow American
appliance sizing. Have a good look at
a European kitchen - the fridge will be
integrated and only 450mm wide.
The good old Kiwi kitchen has a 900wide
s/s fridge, 900wide oven and double sink
bowls that can be up to 1000mm long. It’s
like trying to fit a sumo wrestler into a Mini!

Appliances certainly influence our design, but it’s not just about
the appliance - it’s also how we Kiwis use them.
In European design you will see a close relationship between the
hob and the sink. More often than not they are positioned right next
to each other. This is to accommodate the type of food they cook and
how it’s cooked.
In NZ we separate these two appliances and ensure there are good
landing zones around them.

Love affair with cooking
Our work flows are different - not just because we cook differently,
but because our kitchens generally face north-east. In Europe it’s
south-east. Throw in our love affair with outdoor cooking/eating
and you have got a completely unique set of client needs from your
European client.
Given our population base, we will always have a restricted product
range compared to what’s available in Europe.
Having said that, the product we do get and the timeliness of it is
impressive. New releases in Europe find their way to our shores very
quickly, and importers research our market well to ensure our needs
are met.
Our manufacturers demand high quality, so generally the cheap
rip-offs don’t seem to find a toehold.
For me, the rock stars that have appeared on our shores recently are
lifetime warranties on quality hardware, affordable HPL on ply for
carcass work and the new porcelain-based benchtops.
All of these products/services meet some fundamental needs that
our customers have been requesting for a long time, and that is the
essence of good marketing. I would love to see high quality product
manufactured here in New Zealand that extends the life of the
kitchen, but until that happens we need to import more product
that does.
That leads me onto market expectations. There are some simple
things customers want that will dictate product specification.

Wet and hot
Kitchens are wet and hot, so they need to withstand heat and
water. Any product that can’t, shouldn’t be in the kitchen. But then,
of course, budget comes into play and the trade-offs take place.
Often their design expectations are based on previous kitchens,
which may have had basic design flaws that they don’t recognise.

Given the training now available for kitchen designers, there should
be no excuse to reproduce these same mistakes.
Expectation, and therefore design, is now influenced by an
amazing amount of media - more than ever before - so our clients are
discerning and informed.
To maintain or improve our market share we need to interpret
those needs through good design. To me, this is the key to our
industry’s success. We have the manufacturing skill to produce the
very best kitchens in the world, we just need to imagine them.
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• Innovative Design
• Award Winning New Homes
• Stunning Renovations
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Over 100 options of premium timber
flooring, wall panelling & decking.
Supplying direct, nationwide.
info@forteflooring.co.nz
forteflooring.co.nz
0508 35 66 77

CONTACT US
FOR YOUR
FREE SAMPLES

The Timber
Flooring Specialists
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–

6 YEAR
WARRANTY

Design
Your local approved
Hitachi installer

Installation

Service

LOGICOOL
REFRIGER ATION
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FREE
In-home assessment

07 573 6627
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A terraced
transformation

In the early 1980s, Phil and
Colleen Bowyer bought a steepsloped section at Waihi Beach.
With panoramic views of the coastline
and its rural backdrop, they built a twostorey holiday home at the top.
Eight years ago they decided to
transform their ‘beach house’ into an
architecturally-designed modern home for
retirement living. They made the move
from Auckland four years ago.
But after adding a storey underneath
for car parking, an extra bathroom and
extending the house outwards towards the
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sea views, the steep section still didn’t offer
the type of living they wanted.
Colleen says the slope of the front
section made it practically unusable and
difficult to maintain. Walking up the steep
contour with older knees was unforgiving.
It was also hard to mow the grass – even
for a contractor – and it didn’t get any use.
Wonderful ideas
“This home is for our full-time
retirement living now,” says Colleen, “so it
needed to be manageable and we wanted
to use the space.
“It was a steep hill of sand; mowing it
with a whipper snipper is why I wanted

to terrace it,” says Phil, who approached
professionals to help.
The couple say Carine, which offers a
team who specialise in landscaping, stood
out.
“Glenn Sutton from Carine had
wonderful ideas and he knew exactly what
Phil wanted,” says Colleen.

“We did look at other landscapers,”
says Phil, “but they just didn’t appeal.
Many weren’t interested in the job – it
was too hard for them. That’s why
we went with Carine. Glenn was the
only one who turned up, chatted, got
enthusiastic about the job and came up
with a price.”
Work began on the project last July,
taking about three months to complete
and removing 200 tonnes of excavated
material from the site.
More user-friendly
Glenn says the brief was that the
Bowyers wanted a more user-friendly
and landscaped design to the front
entranceway and section, and finishing
touches applied to link it with their
new home.
Phil wanted extra car parking and a
low-maintenance area, while Colleen
asked for easy access up the side of the
driveway so the couple could easily
access and enjoy the beach life.

The steep slope before alterations.

Glenn says his team at Carine took
care of the whole project. “We worked
out all the levels and angles, did
foundation work for the Allan Block
walls, excavated the whole site and
carted fill from the site and also backfill
with drainage and compaction.”
They also took care of diamond 5mm
cutting and concrete laying of a new
section of the driveway, constructed
timber straps with exposed concrete and
sealed treads, installed natural paving
with stones for parking, built the stone
walls of the terracing, removed trees,
constructed a pond for the Corten steel
plate water feature, installed a water
feature and pumps, artificial turf, laid
bark and supplied plantings.
Challenges
“The job’s biggest challenge was the
steepness of the grass bank and lack of
space to move machines around and
construct walls at the same time from
the bottom up,” says Glenn.

Glenn Sutton from Carine.
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“All I have to do is water pot plants and turn on
the leaf blower every now and again.”
And Phil’s happy that Carine repaired and re-designed all
water infrastructure, which he’d had issues with in the past.
“We envisaged a space that was simple and easy-care,” says
Colleen. “Glenn was so helpful with deciding on every aspect of
the project – he even suggested which pebble and bark types to
use. He had ideas for everything to create the look we wanted.
He really has an aesthetic eye.
“For example, the land’s contour was previously so steep that
six palms sat down in a gully beside the fence. The way Glenn’s
landscaped has exposed them for us to enjoy.”
McLaren inspired
The design is complete with the Bowyer’s personal touches.
The water feature was designed with a McLaren emblem – Phil
loves McLaren sports cars – and crafted by his nephew. Old
copper-coloured coins from Colleen’s late brother are placed in
pots of plants and pushed into the concrete stairway. A small,
sloped flowerbed beside it has flowers signifying family members.
“Glenn tidied up the old pohutukawas that have been there
for 40 years, and with colour-changeable lighting they look really
spectacular at night.”
The Bowyers believe the Carine team has delivered a result
that lives up to their vision and meets all of their needs. “In fact,
in my opinion it has surpassed our expectations,” says Phil.
Maintenance free
Finishing their first summer with the terraces, Phil says the
area is totally maintenance-free. “The idea is we can go down
there and enjoy it.” There’s now murmuring of a pétanque
course.
“All I have to do is water pot plants and turn on the leaf
blower every now and again,” says Phil.
Glenn says Carine has its own garden centre, landscape and
supplies department and a landscape team, making them a onestop shop to maximise any property’s full potential.
“Carine’s team has diggers, loaders, bobcats and tippers to
tackle most landscape designs and construction jobs,” says
Glenn. “This job wasn’t unusual but it was a great challenge, and
that’s what we excel in.”

The Corten
steel plate
water feature.

34

|

myspace Issue 6

Plants
When renovating or looking
to improve your property,
landscaping should be one of
the first things you consider.
The reality is that carefully considered
landscape improvements allow you to make
the most of your outdoor spaces and can also
add an estimated 15-20 per cent to the value
of your property.

Carine Landscaping and Garden Centre
has the people, knowledge and equipment
to transform your property, taking you from
concept to completion.
Locally owned and operated for more than
30 years, Carine’s Glenn Sutton proudly
suggests a visit to the newly revitalised website.
“It’s a real showcase of just what is possible to
achieve in your outdoor living spaces”. While
the team loves nothing more than getting
involved in those bigger projects, obviously
everyone’s vision is different, so it’s not just big

Earthworks

Landscapes

budget projects like outdoor entertaining areas
with in-ground pools that get a look-in. One
of the most striking transformations you can
see is a project involving the creation of steps
and platforms through an existing garden to
ease maintenance and create new spaces.
A groundbreaking new piece of equipment
for the team at Carine is their Avant Stump
Grinder. Often when reimagining an outdoor
space, cutting down a ‘problem’ tree doesn’t
solve the whole problem. Stumps, when
cut, will still sprout new growth and are a
nuisance when mowing your lawn.
The team at Carine can utilise their
stump grinder to ensure that your
lawn is beautiful, useable and free of
unsightly hazards. Removal of an
existing tree can offer exciting new
opportunities and uses for a space,
making more room for outdoor living
or new plantings – breathing new life
into your home and garden.
Another aspect of landscaping
Carine is perfectly equipped to assist
with is the choice and placement of
new plantings for your landscaping
project. Different plants are suited
to different environments and
can be used to a range of different
effects and create separation between
different areas, so depending on how
you intend to enjoy your outdoor space
there are going to be a range of different
considerations to take into account. If you’re
planning a new garden, Carine Landscaping
and Garden Centre is happy to talk through
your requirements, assist with planting and
advice and can provide highly competitive
quotes for larger volumes of plants – for
those bigger jobs!
As always, any project you undertake
with Carine’s dedicated landscaping team
will be executed seamlessly, with one

Water Features
point of contact ensuring that you save
time and enjoy clear communication and
accountability throughout the whole process.
“One of the main advantages of working with
Carine is that our team can achieve the whole
project without relying on a whole lot of
subcontractors,” says Glenn.
For jobs involving plumbing and electrical
work, Carine enlists the help of trusted
tradesmen. “They know how we work and we
trust them to meet our high standards.”
Carine’s Te Puna premises are a true
one-stop-shop, with the recently completed
design office the starting point for many
clients. The team at Carine reckon it’s all
about the power of planning. “Having a
seasoned team to work with means you get
the benefit of being able to tap into decades’
worth of knowledge and experience-based
advice before you even think about starting
to get your hands dirty.”
DIY landscapers are catered for too, with
Carine supplying bulk landscaping supplies,
stones, bark, decking, plants, water features
and the newly released range of DragonStone
garden sculptures. Getting it home is a breeze
too with the use of their courtesy trailers.

Corner of SH2 & Te Karaka Drive, Te Puna | Phone: 07 552 4949 www.carine.co.nz | Open 7 days 8:30am - 5pm
myspace Issue 6
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Local company, local team!
If you were to ask Switch Electrical Services what they do,
they would tell you to pull up a chair.
If you asked them what they don’t do, it would be a much quicker answer!
Switch Electrical has been operating in the Bay of Plenty for 20 years, and there’s
not much they don’t cover.
From commercial fit-outs to garden lighting, no job is too big or small for their
experienced team.
Locally owned and operated by Mark Grayling, Switch Electrical has branches in
Tauranga and Katikati, employing 17 qualified electricians (including two inspectors)
and seven apprentices. All electricians on the team are registered and Site Safe
approved. A Powerco and Trustpower approved contractor, Switch Electrical offers
a full service solution, from assessing plans through to hanging the meter and
livening the connection.
Switch Electrical is also proud to be an IQP system specialist, registered with
Tauranga City and Western Bay of Plenty District councils.

Residential/electrical maintenance
Whether you’re building a new house from scratch, renovating, doing an LED
upgrade, a switchboard upgrade or need your oven repairing, Switch Electrical can
help.
The Jobbing Department, run by Simon Drewe, takes care of day-to-day jobs
such as restoring hot water, stove repairs, apartment building maintenance, rental
car charger installations, electrical fault finding and more.

Commercial
Switch Electrical is proud to have been involved in some large commercial
projects in the Bay, having recently completed Tauranga Riding for the
Disabled’s office and arena lighting, The Crossing Dental’s fit out and Imagine
That Preschool’s design and install. From electrical design and specification
through to maintenance and 24-hour assistance, Switch Electrical has a reputation
for reliability and high-quality workmanship.

Industrial
From saw mills to pack houses, cool stores and dairy farms, when it comes to
large sites and factories, Switch Electrical has vast experience in industrial processes
and control engineering.
The Switch Electrical team is highly skilled in machinery installations/
maintenance, power/switchboard upgrades, power factor, automation and
irrigation pumping systems. Switch Electrical is currently working on the Plastic
House fit offs.

Air conditioning
Switch Electricals’ resident expert technician has 30 years’ experience in installing
heat pumps. Switch Electrical can supply, install, service and repair most brands,
and offers a Healthy Homes assessment for landlords (heating, bathroom and
kitchen extraction). Call Clifton about the Landlord Package Deals.

Inspection services
Whether it’s for a new home, school, hospital or commercial development,
Switch Electrical can take care of the whole power supply installation process, as
well as re-verification inspections for rental properties that have been disconnected
for six months or more, and cable locating and tracing.

We love new projects! Let’s get started.

Katikati : 07 549 0042 Tauranga : 07 571 3429
www.switche.co.nz
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go Colour Combinations
Come and visit our gorgeous showhome
Open 7 days, 12-4pm, 78 Edgecumbe Road, Tauranga

Contact:

Brand

Brand
Associated Logos

Associated Logos – Registered Master Builders
Logo
Fig. 2

Registered Master Builders is a very strong and proud
brand. They are the number one industry association
in the building and construction sector.

07 579 6447
Other associated logos used with the LANDMARK
HOMES brand are as follows:
FRANCHISE ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND

100% LOCALLY OWNED

LICENSED BUILDING PRACTITIONER

These associated logos can be seen in use
throughout this brand manual.

As a Member you are entitled to use the logo – it is
essential that their brand is protected and displayed
correctly. Here are some simple guidelines for using
the logo to help keep their brand at top of mind for
your future clients.
COLOURS:
YELLOW:
Pantone Coated: 123C
CMYK: C = 0, M = 24, Y = 94, K = 0
RGB: R = 253, G = 198, B = 0
BLUE:
Pantone Coated: 541C
CMYK: C = 100, M = 57, Y = 0, K = 38
RGB: R = 0, G = 69, B = 125

174 Fifteenth Avenue, Tauranga
For any more information, please contact National
Office for guidance.

Don’t build a house, build a Landmark.

landmarkhomes.co.nz

The logo should be reduced to no smaller than
20mm in height.
If you want to apply the logo to a coloured or
photographic background, make sure it has a 2mm
white border on all sides, as shown.
For more information or if you or your designers have
any queries or need assistance with the reproduction
of the logo please contact:
mbfinfo@masterbuilder.org.nz
or phone 0800 762 328.

13 | Landmark Homes

14 | Landmark Homes

myspace Issue 6

|

37

Jill and Chris Doms

love the beach
So much so, that when they renovated their
Welcome Bay home, Chris edged it with a Pilot
Bay-inspired timber boardwalk.

The pine decking wraps snugly around the master bedroom and
living space, creating outdoor areas for all seasons.
“We love going to the beach,” says Jill, “and this is like having our
own little bit of the beach at home.”
“Motorbikes are my thing, not DIY, so I’m really pleased with how
it came out,” says Chris.
Aqua accents continue the coastal theme inside, which has
undergone a modest but extremely effective 25sqm extension.
The 1990s peach kitchen and cramped living area are now a distant
memory, after Jill and Chris got Refresh Renovations in to transform
their home.

Taking the stress out of it
“We had a pretty good idea of what we wanted to do,” says
Chris, “but neither of us are design-minded. We went with Refresh
Renovations because we wanted help with design and managing the
renovations.
“They were amazing – we didn’t deal with any of the suppliers at
all, except when we were choosing the colours and styles.”
“It really took the stress out of it,” adds Jill. “We were able to rely
on them, and leave it to the experts.”
Jill and Chris bought the house in 2010 with no plans to renovate.
However, with the arrival of their son Hayden, 2, and plans to grow
their family, they realised they needed to upsize.
38
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Cameron Ironside and his team at Refresh were the ideal
fit to assist in achieving this, from their designers who
worked closely with Chris and Jill to develop early concept
drawings, to guiding the project through council and build
completion on a fixed price contract.
“We knew we wanted to have another kid, but the house
only had three bedrooms and one of them we used as an
office,” says Chris.
“We wanted another bedroom and were looking
at moving, but every place we looked at had some
compromise or another, so we decided to do it this way.”

Creating more living areas
By extending the living area out by 21sqm and
reconfiguring it, they were able to create a new master
bedroom at the front of the house and a more spacious
living area. An additional 4sqm was gained by building out
to the roofline in the front, making room for an en suite.
“We never had a proper front door - there was just a
ranch-slider that came straight into the lounge,” says Chris.
“Now we have a little entranceway when you come in.
It’s much nicer and tidier,” says Jill.
Bi-fold doors in the new master bedroom open out onto
the ‘boardwalk’, with a garden backdrop which will be
landscaped to create a private oasis, away from the bustle of
family life.
“The plan is to have a cafe table and chairs out there,”
says Chris. “The idea is that this will be our space.”
Following the boardwalk around the side of the house
takes you to a deck at the rear of the property, from which
the living/kitchen area spills out through large bi-fold doors.
“It’s a really big change. We’re so happy with the result,”
says Chris.
The kitchen, which was previously crammed into a small
corner space, now runs the length of the room, with sliding
windows looking out over a previously under-used lawn.
Crafting a slab of macrocarpa into a bench to sit outside
underneath the window is Chris’ next DIY project.
“We love the connection with the lawn,” says Jill.
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“We get the morning sun, filtered
through the cherry trees.”
The white Shaker-style kitchen includes
two pantries and more storage space than
they ever thought possible.
“We use the blender a lot more now,
because we have space for it and it’s easy to
get out and put away,” says Jill.
Laminate benchtops were used in lieu of
stone to reduce costs, with a fixed feature
table in ‘light cherry’ extending out the

40
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kitchen island. Overhead, Scandinavianstyle pendant lights combine concrete and
wood.
“We dine at the table every night now,”
says Chris. “We always used to eat on the
couch.
“The room works so well for us. It’s not
a massive space, but the design makes good
use of the space.”
A neutral sofa fits neatly into the lounge
nook, over which a large picture window

brings additional light into the room.
A television hangs on the wall, deliberately discrete. “One of
our big design features was that we didn’t want a lounge where
everything was pointing at the TV,” says Chris. “We wanted the
TV to be incidental.”
Opting for cool tones, the luxury vinyl tiles on the floor are
a grey wash colour, and the walls have been painted Resene
Quarter Foggy Grey to match the rest of the house.
“We painted the interior five years ago, and we loved it so
much we matched it to that colour,” says Chris.

Coastal references
Throughout the space are coastal references, from cushions
to artworks. A painting of an Italian village with azure seas that
Jill and Chris bought from a street vendor in Wellington takes
centre stage, along with a beach sunset canvas that reminds them
of their honeymoon.
“It’s just luxurious living with all this space,” says Chris, while
also pointing out that their home has a deceptively small footprint.
“Including the garage it’s now 144sqm. If you’re looking to
build a new house, many builders start at 240sqm. But we don’t
need big spaces. You can still live well in a smaller space if it’s
well designed.”
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Exotic imports now in two locations
Just over a year after they opened

store in Hamilton.

furniture. Linda and her husband Andrew
travel to India around three times a year to
hand pick and source stock from trade fairs,
wholesale suppliers and their own contacts
made over the years.
Most pieces are unique, with many being
high-quality, original vintage pieces that

Paisley House fans, who can be
found all over the country, now
have the choice of visiting the
charming country town of Tirau,
or the new premises at 856 Victoria
Street in the buzzing metropolis of
Hamilton.
“The Hamilton store will
be easier for our Auckland and
northern customers to get to,”
says Paisley House owner, Linda
Murphy, “while Tirau will be
there for our Taupo, Rotorua and
southern customers.”
Bay of Plenty clients will be spoilt for
choice, with both stores within easy striking
distance.
Paisley House has established itself as a
popular stockist of beautiful imported Indian

have been lovingly restored. Others are
reproductions made from recycled materials
or wood from sustainable forests and
government controlled fair trade.
Every time a container arrives the stores
are filled with more beautiful items, with

their pilot store in Tirau, Paisley
House are excited to announce
the opening of another, larger

their aged patina bringing the muted but
rich hues of India to New Zealand homes.
There could be anything from chests to old
gates and sideboards to old doors - the range
changes throughout the year.
Linda remains mindful of current trends
and colours in New Zealand.
“We mix in some contemporary
art and home decor items from New
Zealand,” she says.
“This means there is a very
eclectic selection available for people
to mix old and new with pleasing
results.”
The larger Hamilton premises
can carry more items, and each store
will have original one-off pieces
available.
“We will be extending our ranges
in the new Hamilton store, resulting
in more choice for our customers,”
adds Linda.
“We offer a free local delivery for our Tirau
and Hamilton customers, plus once a month
we are running a free delivery service to
Auckland for furniture deliveries only,
T&C’s apply.”

Direct importers of quality handcrafted furniture & unique home decor
Exotic delights await you behind the doors
of both of Paisley House’s furniture and
home interior stores.
Each piece of furniture has been carefully selected
and directly imported by ourselves from India.
We are proud to offer you unique, one off original
pieces with its own history or a piece that has been
handcrafted using wood from sustainable forests
and government controlled fair trade. We also use
reclaimed wood from unused boats or buildings etc.
in the making of our furniture where possible. Each
quality piece is unique with its own characteristics
that you will only find in handmade furniture giving
you a touch of individuality to enhance your home.

furniture & home interiors
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The only way is up!
When Roy and Anne Cooper decided their cosy,
three-bedroomed home overlooking the rolling greens
of Mount Maunganui Golf Course was too small
for them, the only way was up.
The couple bought the 60-year-old home three years ago thinking it
would suit their needs, but they soon realised they needed more space.
“When we bought this house we weren’t planning to renovate,” says
Anne, “but once we moved into it we felt it wasn’t right for our lifestyle.
“We’d always lived in really large houses, and after a while we realised
it was a bit small for us, so we started to think about
what we wanted to do,” adds Roy.
They toyed with the idea of moving but, with both
being keen golfers with a love of the beach lifestyle,
they decided to stay put.
“We’ve played golf at Mount Maunganui and
bridge around the corner since we moved to
Tauranga eight years ago,” says Anne. “It’s lovely
being here.
“We started looking at other homes but this was
the ideal location, so we went into renovation mode.”
With a footprint of 150sqm on a 400sqm section, their only option
was to add another storey, which would create more space and make the
most of their sweeping, elevated views of the fairways.
Being on a cross-lease, they sought permission from their neighbour,
enlisted the services of an architectural designer and began their ninemonth renovation project.
“We didn’t want a hut on top of the house,” says Anne. “We wanted it
to look like it had been there forever and not like an add-on.”
The first stage was to convert the deck at the entrance of the house into
a conservatory, with a Travertine stone floor and LouvreTec roof. They left
an exterior schist feature wall in place, creating a sunny haven for winter
sun.
With Roy and Anne choosing to stay in the house during the
renovation, the conservatory also provided additional living space while
the major work took place.
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“We couldn’t move out because we had three dogs at the time, and
no-one rents to people with dogs,” says Anne.
Initially cut off from the building work, they were able to make use
of the conservatory, kitchen/dining area, one bedroom, the bathroom
and the laundry while their main living space was being remodelled
beyond recognition.
“It was like an apartment,” says Anne. “For six months we lived
quite comfortably, but when they broke through it was like the Berlin
Wall coming down. We were exposed to everything. That was the
most stressful time.
“But on the upside, there was no housework to do!”
On the ground floor, walls were knocked out to make the main
living area and an adjoining bedroom into one large space, with bifold doors opening out onto a deck overlooking the golf course.
Due to the sandy ground, concrete foundations two metres deep
supported steel pillars. In turn, they supported a sturdy beam that
would allow them to add what they refer to as the “Penthouse” above.
“Three truckloads of concrete were piped over the house,” says
Roy.
“We joke that in the event of a tsunami, we will hold onto the
pillars,” says Anne.
Hallway storage space was utilised for stairs, with a glass balustrade
leading up to a luxurious bedroom with two seating areas, a balcony,
a walk-in-wardrobe and an en suite complete with walk-in shower.
Light and airy, the “Penthouse” features a cathedral ceiling and,
like the rest of the house, is crisply painted in Resene White Pointer,
with feature walls and doors in shades of grey. Cavity slider doors
enhance the clean lines of the generous space.
“We’d been on holidays at various times and enjoyed hotels with
large rooms like this, with a lounge area,” says Roy.
“The only thing missing is a bar,” Anne jokes.
Roy admits he is the one who makes the most of the upstairs space
for reading, watching Netflix and scrutinising the golfers below.
Meanwhile, Anne enjoys entertaining friends in the palatial living
room and on the golf-side deck, which has been re-clad.
“That was the idea - that we would have our own spaces,” says Anne.
Other tweaks include skylights in the kitchen to brighten the
room, along with new laminate flooring. They also added a large
sliding barn door to conceal an office nook in the hallway. The
kitchen and first floor bathroom had been newly renovated when
they moved in, so they didn’t need any work.
The garden, also previously landscaped, was restored where heavy
machinery had taken its toll.
The advice Roy and Anne have for anyone considering renovating
their home is “go for it” - particularly if you love the location of
where you are.

“If you can do it, do it, because it saves you from moving,” says
Anne.
However, make sure you have a contingency plan for additional
funds, adds Roy.
“It cost a lot more than we thought it would, but once you start
you can’t go back,” he says.
“Don’t do it on the bare minimum. You will need deeper pockets
than you think.”
Often, builders won’t quote for renovations because they don’t
know what they’ll find, he explains.
However, the additional expense was worth it. They now have the
perfect house in the perfect location.
“It’s like having a large lawn and someone else mows it,” says Roy,
gesturing towards the golf course.
“My sense of humour wasn’t as good this time last year,” laughs
Anne.
“But now I smile a lot.”
myspace Issue 6
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A fabulous facelift
Kym and Adrian bought their Welcome Bay home just
over five years ago. The character of the 1950s stucco
house with its old wooden floorboards, along with its
water views, won them over.
“It was pretty neglected though, and the interior needed some
serious renovation,” says Kym.
“The living area had been revamped in the late 80s, so the basic
open-plan layout was great but it had ugly, salmon pink venetian
blinds and sage green painted walls over layers of anaglypta
wallpaper. It was all very, very tired.”
They worked their way through, bit by bit, stripping off
decades of paint and wallpaper, replastering and painting,
putting in new ceiling mounted LED lights throughout, hanging
new drapes, installing a heatpump and even replacing some
floorboards.
“And lots of other things!” adds Kym.
They already started looking at a kitchen facelift and had even
chosen finishes and the benchtop when the roof gave up on them.
All of their hard work on the interior was at risk of being ruined
over the coming winter thanks to a leaky roof.
“We put the kitchen on hold and redid the entire roof and
guttering, along with all the trusses that had to be unexpectedly
replaced,” she says. “But let’s not talk about that!”
Finally it was time to turn their attention and resources back
to the kitchen. They contacted the same company - Facelift
Kitchens - and got Mark Davis and his team back on board.
“Mark was incredibly helpful, with great advice and suggestions
to help us turn what we had envisaged into reality,” says Kym.
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The bones of the kitchen were basically sound and the layout worked well,
so a makeover was the perfect answer.
“We had already added modern handles to the existing cupboard fronts, a
new dishwasher and a 900cm-wide stove with a rangehood, so we wanted the
revamp to incorporate some of the modern luxuries like wide soft close drawers
and more functional cupboard spaces,” says Kym.
“Mark recommended the ways and means to do it all and nothing was ever
a problem. He even managed to find space to incorporate a rubbish/recycling
cupboard for us.”
The old pantry had full-length bifolds and it was cumbersome to access the
deep bottom shelves, so the area was split with doors above and drawers below.
“It’s amazing now,” she admits.
A corner under-bench cupboard incorporates a ‘magic shelf ’ that retracts
with the door and houses pots and pans.
“It’s one of my favourite things,” says Kym.
All cupboard and drawer fronts were replaced with a coloured Melteca - a
shade slightly darker than the wall colour - along with a new sink unit and
waste disposal and a colour-matched glass splashback.
The old kitchen was then completely pulled out of its 80s time warp with a
new fabricated stone overlay bench top, which looks like a thick, white solid
stone top. Handcrafted, it sits over the top of the old benchtop.
“It has flecks through it which match the wall colour and the grey of the
stainless steel appliances, so it blends in perfectly,” says Kym.
Kym and Adrian are extremely happy with their new kitchen and the expert
workmanship from the team at Facelift Kitchens.
“The Facelift guys were amazing,” says Kym. “They were very particular
and exact about every aspect of the job and their workmanship is superb. The
results speak for themselves.”
As Mark Davis said to Adrian the first time they met for the initial
consultation: “A happy wife means a happy life, Adrian.”
And they are indeed both happy customers.

Give your kitchen a Facelift
with Tauranga’s leading kitchen
renovation specialists
• Full Kitchen Renovations • New Cabinetry
• Stone Veneer Bench tops

www.faceliftkitchens.co.nz
027 658 9277
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Time for an upgrade?
Clyde Andrews - Laser Plumbing Tauranga

If you are thinking of buying an existing house or
renovating your current home and you’re
feeling a bit stuck, don’t worry we can help.
If you’re not sure what you should be looking for in an existing
house purchase or a renovation of your own home, here are some
expert insights that could save you time and money.
Renovating or buying an existing home is a good opportunity to
alter heating and hot water systems - especially as we head
into winter.
This can range from hot
water heat pumps and solar
hot water systems to gas
continuous flow water heaters,
which can be natural gas or
LPG.
Doing this during the
renovation stage rather than
tackling it later can save you
money in the long run.

As a side note, if you are swapping fixtures like-for-like then
no consent is required. However, if you are altering or moving
fixtures, consent is required and should be a part of your
renovation plan.

Keeping your home warm

Renovating is also a good time to look at your heating. You have
many different options, from ducted gas fires to central heating
systems such as radiators or underfloor heating. They can run off a
gas boiler, a heat pump, solar or a mixture of all three.
There are advantages to central heating, including heating the
whole house and not just your
main living area. This can be done
with radiators and ducted gas,
which offer instant heat, energy
efficiency and lower running costs.
But central heating isn’t your
only option. Warm water central
heating in a floor slab can be used
for a large alteration or a new
concrete floor being laid. Gas
fires are perfect for an easy winter
Hot water options
solution for those that live a fastOne of the huge benefits
paced life and don’t have time to
of upgrading to a gas system
deal with firewood and the upkeep
means you will go from a
of a wood fire.
low pressure system to mains
Shane & Clayton from Laser Plumbing Tauranga.
A gas fire produces instant
pressure, bringing the added
warmth at the flick of a switch.
benefits of greater water flow as well as unlimited hot water. This is
They are also energy efficient with minimal maintenance.
much more cost effective than old hot water cylinders, as you only
Another thing to think about is the option of gas cooking, with
pay for what you use. You also save room in your house, as they are
the choice between natural gas or LPG hobs.
installed on an outside wall.
Gas hobs produce immediate heat once you turn on the flame,
Renovations also tend to focus on modernising the bathroom,
which helps with precise temperature control. They also cool down
kitchen and laundry, but can include small tasks like leaking
quickly, which is a great safety advantage.
plumbing fixtures or upgrading your water main. Modern plumbing
Being part of a nationwide franchise and a member of the Master
tends to be much more efficient, saving you hassle in the long run as
Plumbers Association, and with 30 years’ worth of local plumbing
older fixtures tend to leak and cause long-term damage.
experience, the team at Laser Plumbing Tauranga are able to answer
If you have a low pressure hot water system, modern fittings will
any questions you may have. Give the team a call and we can come
improve your shower experience.
and discuss your options.
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Gas Servicing & Maintenance
Laser Plumbing Tauranga can take care of all your
needs – from hot water systems to gas fires, ducted
heating systems and hobs. They’ll ensure that your
gas appliances stay running efficiently and, most
importantly, safely now and for years to come!
Laser Plumbing Tauranga offer full plumbing, gasfitting
and drainlaying solutions including installation and
servicing of underfloor heating hydronic schemes; gas

ducted heating systems; water filtration; residential
septic tanks and advanced water treatment plants and
servicing; solar hot water and solar PV systems, through
to any plumbing needs in your home such as dripping
taps, toilets and full new home plumbing, gasfitting and
drainage.
All done with their signature values of integrity,
communication and trust.

Hot Water System Upgrades?
There’s never been a better time than
now to upgrade to a new Rheem 27L Gas
continuous flow hot water heater
• Free up space with your renovations
• Enjoy endless efficient hot water, so no
one in your family needs to worry about
who gets the cold shower!

ONLY *$3199+gst

*Conditions apply. Offer ends 30/9/19

Laser Plumbing Tauranga Central
P: 07 576 5666 | E: tauranga.central@laserplumbing.co.nz

www.taurangacentral.laserplumbing.co.nz
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Selecting an architectural designer

Cam Cotton - Complete Architecture. BOP ADNZ Chairman.

Whether planning your dream home or renovating
your current one, engaging an architectural
designer who you trust to provide all the necessary
services and steps to make it happen is crucial.
Here are a few aspects to consider when choosing the right
designer for you:

Knowledge is key
Choose someone experienced with a full understanding of the local
territory, rules and requirements and policies and objectives relative to
the district who can navigate these to gain the best outcome.
As rules are forever changing due to our environment and the
increase in natural disasters, policies and legislation, the process is
more complicated and information required more detailed. Guided
in the right direction by an experienced designer, this process is less
daunting, more controlled and cost-efficient from the outset.

Creative attributes
Whether instructing your designer to have free creativity or
working together to form your ideal floorplan, trust and allow them
to sculpt the plan. How the building evolves and what it becomes to
give it life will be what sets it apart from others. We spend 45 per cent
of our time at home on average, so it makes perfect sense to create
your ideal environment.

Budget
This sounds simple but it is often overlooked, so preplan this prior
to engaging anyone. With increases in building costs and labour, it is
imperative to stay on target for the duration of the project.
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What to look for and who to choose..
An excellent designer will remain on budget
and compare to similar previous projects to give
a rough cost analysis at concept stage, enabling
everyone to move forward with confidence to
the construction drawings. If your designer is
also undertaking interior specifications, the
smallest selections, such as door hardware, should
be factored into costs to ensure everything is
accounted for. Remember, a budget is telling your
money where to go instead of wondering where it
went.

Problem solvers
With a myriad of rules to the Building Code
and Local Territories, a great designer will
understand the restrictions for site and building,
pre-empt potential complications and create a
design solution which often enhances the site or
home.

Communication
An excellent designer will ask questions, form a relationship, gain a brief
and really understand your desires and your dislikes. We are all individuals
who live, work and play in our own way, and our needs are not the same. A
designer can interpret your criteria - often when you can’t.

Add value

Inspire
Create peace, harmony, love and memories – the spirit of family.
Design your home to inspire you to go out into the world to do great
things and then welcome you back for refreshment.

Invest

Spend time researching who is the right designer for you. Consider
Excellent designers are always seeking ways to increase value in
not the cost, but the value, as investing wisely in the beginning will pay
your home, whether it’s creative unique design, material selections or
dividends in the end.
sustainable design. They have the experience and knowledge to guide
you along your chosen path. All aspects will be considered - materials,
space, energy flow, natural light, passive heating and cooling and specific
family requirements. Designers know that the value added far outweighs
the client’s investment.

Cost control
Fine-tune the details and all the tricky aspects at the planning stage.
Factor in fixtures and fittings from the outset, enabling the specification
of structural details and materials in the plans. Waiting and working it
all out at the construction stage can be an expensive exercise, and you
may need to alter the structure and change the plans – adding to time
and cost. Project management by your designer will ensure timeframes
are adhered to, allowing a seamless flow, meaning no hidden surprises at
the end.
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Residential
Commercial
Engineered Stone

Over 30 Years
Experience
Free measure and
quotes

Colin Davis and Kane de Raat
designing quality homes in the
Bay of Plenty for over 30 years

davista architecture ltd

83 durham st tauranga | po box 884 tauranga 3140 | ph 07 578 3792

www.davista.biz
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Backyard bathtubs

The Proverbs family’s outdoor tub.

Whether you have romance in
mind, or you just want to have
a soak under the stars, there’s
something intoxicating about
an outdoor bath.
A popular offering at luxury retreats, it
conjures up images of bathing in wild open
spaces, be it on a cliff-top overlooking the
sea or on a remote hill amongst country
farmland.
But a dramatic landscape is not a
prerequisite for having an outdoor bath.
Whether you’re inner city or off the grid, a bit
of privacy and the stars above are all you need.
Outdoor baths are now popping up in
suburbia, in spaces designed to bring this
luxury experience into everyday life.
Suzie and Keith Edmonds included an al
fresco bath when they renovated their outdoor
living space at their Bellevue home.
“I wanted an outside bath because my

aunty had one and my cousin had one,”
says Suzie. “They’ve got theirs in the hills in
Waikanae, and I always wanted one.
“I didn’t want a spa pool because I don’t like
all the chemicals.”
Having bought the grand, cast iron,
clawfoot bath on Trade Me, they painted it
bright red and created a nook in the garden,
outside the bathroom.
The tiled shower inside the house has a
floor-to-ceiling window looking onto the
bathing area, creating a synergy between the
two spaces.
Set on timber decking, the space is screened
from the neighbours with trellising, over
which trails a glossy, green passionfruit vine.
An antique-style brass faucet with a hand
shower is mounted over the bath, in keeping
with its Victorian design.
“I love it because it’s old fashioned and a lot
of us had these baths as children, so there’s a
nostalgia that comes with it,” says Suzie.
“I like the cool fresh air and the serenity the peace and the relaxation. You tend to lie in

it and soak longer because it’s more than just a
bath, it’s an experience. There is nothing more
perfect than bathing under the stars.”
Adam and Julia Proverbs set an outdoor tub
into their deck after a bathroom renovation
left them without a bath.
“We wanted to make the most of the
bathroom, which wasn’t a very big space,” says
Julia.
“So we got rid of the bath and put in a
nice big shower and double vanity. We’ve got
two girls, who will soon be teenagers, so we
thought that was a better use of the space.”
During a ‘bath versus no bath’ debate on
Facebook, a friend suggested an outdoor bath
and the seed was planted.
“We still wanted to have the option to have
a soak now and then, so it seemed like the
perfect solution,” says Julia.
“At night you can look up at the stars
through the maple tree and it’s just beautiful.
In the summer, the girls fill it with cold water
and sit in it in their togs to cool down. We’ve
used it a lot and we love it.”

Suzie and Keith
Edmonds’ al fresco bath.
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the Lehmann way
Dean and Sharnn Lehmann went out on their own
in 2016, setting up Lehmann Building Ltd in the
Waikato town of Morrinsville.
As a nod to their farming roots, and the cow theme associated with
Morrinsville, they have named all of their house plans after breeds
of cow.
“We are a small company, as we want to keep quality high and
prices competitive,” says Dean.
They decided to showcase their ideas and the quality of their
workmanship by designing and building a show home on an 886sqm
section at 28 Fairway Drive in Morrinsville.
The ‘Jersey’ is a 220sqm, four bedroomed, two bathroom home
with two living areas, a scullery and a double garage.
The couple took this opportunity to try out some of their favourite
features along with some ideas that they had always liked. Israel
McDean, from Native Bird Drafting, designed the house.
“It was quite a test really, seeing how it all tied together,” says
Dean.
They tried out new 542mm x 270mm ‘Mansion’ bricks from
Premier Group Bricks. The larger-than-usual size, reminiscent of
Hinuera and Oamaru stone, offers a “grand and sophisticated look”.
Dean loves stone, and incorporated Alpine schist clad pillars to
support the front porch and the back portico. These two features
have sarked, cedar-clad ceilings. The portico provides a welcome
shaded outdoor area in the summer months.
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Sharnn was eager to try out matt black hinges and handles on all
of the doors, which co-ordinate with the matt black joinery and the
matt black with chrome accents tapware.
MIL Joinery fitted the high-gloss finish, dark wood grain patterned
Meltica kitchen cabinets. Sharnn was unsure but Dean pushed it, and
the result is both stylish and natural looking.
“We’ve had a lot of comments about the kitchen,” says Dean.
“People have told us that if we’d given them a sample of the
cabinetry, they would have said ‘no way’, but when they see it in the
house they really like it,” says Sharnn.
A particularly interesting feature is the extra-large, cedar pivot front
door. It’s eye catching from both outside and in.
The separate lounge has a rustic, cedar colour barn door, complete
with soft-close, matt black runners.
The main bathroom and en suite have floor-to-ceiling high gloss
porcelain tiles, and all the bathroomware is of good quality.
The glass walk-in shower in the main bathroom has a barn style
glass door - an innovative and unusual feature for a bathroom.
The ‘Jersey’ is open for viewings on Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays from 11am-2pm. Lehmann Building Limited work all over
the Waikato and Bay of Plenty.

Sharnn & Dean Lehmann.
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THE ART LOUNGE NZ
FINE ART GALLERY
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Nourish your soul...
Art is like a box of chocolates to me. Shall I open it and
indulge in bursts of colours that feed my soul? Certainly!
Here’s a few easy steps that might inspire you to
choose your perfect artwork.

Step 1: Connection. It’s all about
connection. Art is emotional and
personal, so go with your first gut instinct
rather than your intellect. The first one
that grabs you will be the one!
Step 2: Nourish your Soul. Go for your
inner instinct when purchasing an artwork
- the one that makes you smile and feel
good inside instead of focusing on the
price and size.
Step 3: Colours are Emotions. Choose the
colours that uplift your mood. Finding a
perfect spot for your artwork sometimes
requires little interior changes too. One
of my clients was so excited with her
purchase that she bought a new couch in
lime colour to compliment her artwork
and even painted her front door - lime of
course!
By Mira Corbova, Curator and Owner
of The Art Lounge NZ Fine Art Gallery.
theartloungenz.com

myspace Issue 6

|

57

Call 0800 48 77 48
for your free no-obligation consultation and quote
Make over your existing kitchen and save thousands!
Showroom: 48 Birch Ave, Judea, Tauranga
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Our DIY resin bound paving systems are easy to
install and enable you to create eye catching
features within your home and garden

www.stonesetdiy.nz
Aluminium Awning Specialists

Powdercoated Aluminium
Construction

FR
EE
QU
OT
ES

Designed for Coastal areas
B.O.P / Waikato wide
Curved - Flat - Gable options

FREE QUOTES

021 0227 4245

www.undercoverindustries.co.nz

CALL US NOW!

Q Card
Accepted
(T&Cs apply)
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When Debbie Towers first saw her future home, she was
actually viewing the house next door.
The friend she was with urged her to look at the one over the fence, which
was also for sale.
“I wasn’t really interested in a 1960s house, but was convinced to take a
look,” says Debbie.
The house was a complete shambles. The garden was completely overgrown
with trees and shrubs and the driveway was a mixture of weeds, sand and
gravel.
Debbie, however, has a keen eye for interior design, a passion for houses and
renovation, and a love of gardening. She was able to see through the mess and
visualise what she could do with the place.
She concentrated on the house and a new deck first, before turning her
sights to the garden.
“While my children were growing up, we were always on farms in workers’
houses,” says Debbie.
“I used to put in gardens and then have to leave them behind, so I was
excited about planning one that I would stay to appreciate.”
The 90sqm house, and the detached garage, were positioned right up against
the back boundary, making the 578sqm section seem a great deal bigger than
its measurements would indicate.
Debbie had plenty of ideas around what she wanted, but decided to employ
her qualified landscape designer friend, Debbie Brookes, to drawn up some
plans.
“After some initial consultation, the plans arrived meticulously hand-drawn
on a huge sheet of tracing paper,” says Debbie.

Bringing the plans to life
The garden had been cleared, levelled and fenced soon after Debbie moved
in. She had also planted nine Iceberg standard roses by the front door, a line of
blue sapphire dichroa evergreen hydrangeas up the driveway and had started
her cottage garden.
The new plans included Debbie’s wish list items – different zones, a small
lawn, a utility zone, raised and rustic veggie beds, French inspiration and a
black and white colour palette.
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“I wanted all the plants to be green, silver, white and blue, with a little
pink,” says Debbie.
Her initial thoughts around the plans suggested that it may have been
too formal for her taste, but after discussion, she understood the reasons
for certain ideas and was on board.
“I would say about 90 per cent of what Debbie designed has ended up
in the final garden.
“A few things were added as it became a reality and I could see the
need.”
A handyman friend and landscaping contractors were employed to do
the heavy work.
“I think if you have good bones to a garden, it makes it easy to build
from there.”

Different zones
Every area of the garden has been planned and used. Even behind the
garage there’s a pretty seat and fence ornaments, while a couple of garden
sheds hide all the implements tidily away.
The deck was constructed from smooth pine planks, which have been
left to silver naturally. The white pergola, with ornate eaves brackets
sourced via Trade Me, provides a vintage feel. The pergola roof is tinted
with UV protection.
“To have a covered outside room was something I have always wanted,”
says Debbie.
The non-grassed areas were covered with 19 one-square metre grey
flagstones, interspersed with Waikato mix, medium river pebbles. The
shades of grey coordinate with the smart black stained fences and sturdy
trellises that hide the utility areas.
Star jasmine is being trained over marine wire diamonds, across the
whole back fence.
This more formal paved and pebbled area blends seamlessly into a softer
zone, with a large cottage garden and the only lawn area.
During summer, the cottage garden has been planted with silver foliage
plants, white daisies, white petunias, blue salvia and aquilegia, and these
are allowed to seed for next season.
A cluster of raised veggie beds can be found at the other end of the
lawn. The front beds are planted with silver teucrium, which will soon
form a hedge making the veggie garden a hidden zone.
Five michelia gracipes trees have been strategically planted to screen
out neighbouring houses, and buxus green gem balls, liriope muscari and
white hydrangeas will fill out in the stoned areas.
Neatly trimmed buxus and griselinia hedging is maintained at different
heights around the new GAP 20 metalled driveway, giving a formal
entrance and parking area.

The finishing touches
Debbie is a keen hunter of second-hand items that appeal to her. Some
of the items that give her the most pleasure are rescued or upcycled pieces.
“In my job as a real estate agent, I am often the first to see unwanted
items put in a skip as vendors prepare to sell their property,” she says.
“Other times, I know they want to sell something and I’ve bought it
from them.”
One of her most appreciated pieces is a second-hand, weathered teak
Lutyens bench she bought from a client.
The long wooden ladder hung on the fence in the veggie area was
rescued by a friend from a rubbish heap who “thought it was a bit of me,”
and it was.
The four-piece patio set, cream cans and preserving
pans were all sourced through clients, and have been
used to good effect in the garden.
Neighbours often walk past and comment on the huge
improvement Debbie has made to the property and how
much they have enjoyed watching the transformation.
Throughout the long, hot summer, Debbie has been
able to fully enjoy the garden she had visualised all those
months before.
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Jo Bond
Tauranga Arts Festival director
Jo Bond loves spending time in
her home office work space.
It is a place to think, relax and reflect on
the hugely popular arts festival set to run
again this year in October and November.
Jo is surrounded by books that inspire
her, artefacts collected from festivals past
and a wall of special mementos.
“It is like a memory wall with cards
I have received from people, admission
tickets to shows and exhibitions that I have
been to all over the world,” she says.
“It is a neat reminder of all the places I
have been and shows that I really loved.”
Jo has been in charge of creating the
diverse range of acts that make up the
annual Tauranga Arts Festival since 2013.
Every two years she takes off on a
whirlwind trip to Europe, highlighted by
the Edinburgh Festival. Last year she saw
58 shows in 10 days.
She enjoys the challenge of finding
shows that would work well for the
Tauranga audience.
“Those shows are on at all times of the

day,” she explains. “You may be sitting
in a show at nine o’clock in the morning
right through till 10 or 11 o’clock at night.
You get on a bit of a roll with it. It is very
stimulating and fun.
“I really enjoy the intensity of
continuously going to shows. They are all
different genres of course.”
Jo focuses on different trends at the
festivals that she hopes will push the
Tauranga audiences a little bit but “are not
too scary”. They need to be easily tourable
and able to be freighted across the globe.
“It is all about rationalising the cost,” she
says. “We work mainly with Nelson Arts
Festival and share a lot of the international
and New Zealand performers as well. It
is great because we are giving the actors
in the show a longer life by giving them a
good run.”
Jo finds solace on returning from her
hectic overseas trips to the delightful
Maungatapu home she shares with artist
Graham Crow.
“It is always lovely to come home and
distil everything you have seen and start
chatting with people you have met about
bringing their work over.”
myspace Issue 6

|

63

The French
country feel
Ironically, Karen Stuart says she’s “not a
white walls person”.
With her vibrant personality, coloured by her Irish roots and
Arizona upbringing, it’s a statement that rings true.
But when you walk into her newly-redecorated Tauriko home, the
first thing you notice is how crisp and clean the walls look.
The entire kitchen, dining and living room space is painted, floorto-ceiling, in white. Resene Quarter Rice Cake to be precise.
“I’m not really a white person, I like colour,” she says. “But I chose
white to frame the view.”
The three-bedroomed 1990s brick home, that she shares with
husband Nick, daughters Prisca, 4, Aveline, 18 months, and
their Border Collie Renzo, is situated on a 2.5 acre lifestyle block
overlooking a gully punctuated with a myriad of greens.
“It’s like a picture to me, and the white brings the outside in,” says
Karen.
And with the outside literally making its way in, in the form of
muddy feet and paws, she wanted flooring to suit, so chose tiles
throughout.
The earthy travertine-look porcelain tiles, laid by High Level Tiling
Precision, anchor the space and create a feeling of warmth while
hiding a multitude of sins.
“The first thing people ask is whether the tiles will be cold in
winter,” says Karen.
“I think it’s fine because I grew up with tiles. It’s nothing that socks
or slippers can’t fix, and we will probably get more rugs – we‘re just
looking for the right one.”
There were three different floor coverings when she and Nick
bought the house seven years ago, with
pale pink tiles in the hallway, grey lino in
the kitchen and dark grey carpet in the
living area.
The pitched ceiling in the living room
was smoke damaged from the wood
burner, with a large crack running through
the centre, and the walls were painted a
dull beige that darkened the space.
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Wallpaper was stripped off, flooring
ripped out and the ceiling re-plastered
to create a blank canvas for their
new look.
Furnished with green velvet
curtains with gold rope tiebacks,
white distressed furniture, warm
wooden accents, crystalware and
fresh flowers, the overall aesthetic is
French country.
“I wanted a farmhouse look, so
it would match the outside,” says
Karen. “I think a home should
mirror what you look at. You should
match the soul of the house to the
surroundings.
“I love lots of things about Europe.
I would love to live in a chateau if
I could.”
A wooden floor lamp that belonged
to Nick’s grandmother, art created by
friends and French crystal candlesticks

found in a second-hand store personalise the space.
“It should reflect your personality and you
should stay true to what you’re into. You want
people to feel your personality when they walk in,”
she adds.
“If you say the word modern to me ... I hate the
word. I can appreciate modern design, but it’s not
my thing. I’m a maximalist, not a minimalist.”
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Renovate the right way
Justine Mclachlan - The Independent Design Co

Renovating our homes is thought of as a
Kiwi rite of passage.
As a nation we have been lucky to grow up with the quarter-acre
section and mums and dads that were handy enough to get things done
around the house.
Unfortunately, times have changed. Our sites are now a quarter of the
size, the cost of our investment has sky rocketed and there is no longer
the scope with council to ‘do it yourself mate!’
It is a pretty big job to renovate your home beyond a fresh coat of
paint and some new handles on your kitchen cupboards, so using
professionals in their fields is one of the best investments you will make.
Contrary to common perception, these people will save you money.
They might not save you time running around to get the best deal and
the right look for your home, but will definitely help you to get it right
the first time around.
If you’re not a plumber you wouldn’t try to
replace the old toilet for a new one, and neither
should you presume you can do a better job
than an architectural designer or an interior
consultant for such a specific job. These key
points will help to make the process easier.

This means that it is very
important to have a contingency
fund in place, just in case
everything is not how it seems or
you need to meet a whole new
council regulation that wasn’t
anticipated or planned for in the
beginning.

Planning, planning, planning
Get complete plans drawn up for
the renovation so that you have a good
understanding of the final and overall look.
This will also help you break the project
down in to chunks and even stage the
renovation if needed. Get the project priced
fully before you start. This is a key factor to help

Relationships
Although this seems an unusual
heading to have in a renovation
article, it is a very important part
of your process.
Relationships with your
architect, interior consultant and
tradespeople is key. Make sure from the beginning that you
pick people that you gel with, rather than making the decision
simply because they can do your job right now. ‘Right now’
isn’t likely to give you the best job or the right person to give
you valuable advice along the way.

Realistic timeframes

you stay on budget and will enable you to make some minor tweaks,
even where the dreaded ‘c’ word comes in play … compromise!
If your budget is tighter then priority is key. You might need
to let go of the granite bench top to be able to have the covered
outdoor entertaining area, and this might be a wise decision.
The pleasure you will get from this, especially during our Kiwi
summers, will far outweigh and out-shine the bench top!

Renovation is not an overnight process, so accept that
you will be dictated to by the flux in the building industry
at present. By planning your job from the beginning, you
should have a good handle on what comes first and how long
the whole job will take.
Understanding and accepting this from the outset will
make the process a whole lot more enjoyable. Good luck!

Know your budget and stick to it
The nature of a renovation is that any tradesperson will
find it difficult to give you a fixed price for your job. An
estimate is fair and quite normal for renovation work, as it is
often impossible to guarantee what is happening behind the
walls of an old home.
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Redesign...

Sometimes, all it takes is vision to turn an ‘okay’
home into a dream home.
It was that vision that sealed the deal for Lee and Mark Gerrand
when they purchased a two-storey, 1950s home in the Avenues last
year.
The house, overlooking Memorial Park, ticked a lot of boxes. It
was north facing, close to town, warm, had a decent sized section
and took in sweeping harbour views.
What it lacked was a modern configuration, indoor-outdoor flow
and a swimming pool.
“It was dated,” says Lee. “It didn’t have a walk-in wardrobe, en
suite, or a modern kitchen – all the things we were used to.
“We liked it, but we needed to see how we could make it work
for us.”
Getting an architectural designer’s input before they purchased the
house was key in the decision-making process.
Troy and Justine, from The Independent Design Co, visited the
house with Lee and Mark before they tabled an offer to give them an
idea of what was possible.
“They were really good,” says Lee. “They talked us through how
we could do all these things. They looked at our needs and came up
with a really good reconfiguration.
“We said exactly what we wanted and they drew it up. I don’t
know if we would have bought it otherwise. We needed to know
whether we could do it.”
The couple, their two children - Tom, 11, and Casey, 7 - and
‘senior’ tabby cat Beegee, moved to Tauranga from Hamilton just
after Christmas, having bought the house six months previously.
Mark, a civil engineer, started a new job in Tauranga in the middle
of last year and was commuting while ‘phase one’ of the renovation
took place.
This involved a reconfiguration and modernisation of the ground
floor to accommodate the children’s bedrooms and a guest bedroom,
together with a new bathroom, separate toilet and an entry/living
space.
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Carrying out the work before the family moved in gave them a
space they could live in while more extensive renovation work took
place upstairs.
Transform Construction was then brought in to completely
gut and reconfigure the upstairs into an open-plan living area, a
separate lounge, a master bedroom with a walk-in wardrobe and
en suite, and a large elevated deck overlooking the pool.
“We do quite a few renovations to freshen up homes and make
them more to the owners’ style,” says director Braedon Buxton.
“Being a 1950s home, it was quite enclosed quarters, with
rooms shut off from each other. We opened it up to create that
Kiwi indoor-outdoor flow.”
While it has been an extensive job, the work itself was simple
in the sense that the existing roofline was used and there were no
major structural works.
“We completely gutted the inside of the house, insulated it, put
in double glazed windows and re-gibbed to modern standards,”
adds Braedon. “By the time we finish it will have had a full facelift
– a new house feel but built in the 1950s.
“It’s been good working with Lee and Mark to turn their ideas
into exactly what they wanted.”
The upstairs, which was being decorated when MySpace
went to print, has been opened up considerably, with a partition
wall between the dining and living area demolished. A glass
conservatory, which came off the living area, has been removed
and the space has been turned into a decked outdoor living space
which, once completed, will be doubled in size.
Below, a fibreglass swimming pool in a deep, glistening blue has
been set into decking, with hinged doors for the pool cover and
pump so they are concealed beneath.
The former master bedroom has been turned into a separate
lounge, with a large picture window framing harbour views.
What was a spare bedroom is now the master bedroom. An en
suite was created by making use of an outside laundry, while the
old bathroom became a walk-in wardrobe and separate toilet.
The back door area has become a scullery and laundry.
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“The whole area was an old laundry, shed and a 1950s back door,
with a sit-on wood-box to take your shoes off,” says Lee.
“It’s completely changed. I can hardly remember what it looked
like now.”
Once completed, the overall aesthetic will be crisp and modern,
with the walls painted in Dulux Quarter Okarito, both inside and
out.
An engineered stone benchtop with a ‘concrete’ look will be
a centrepiece in the kitchen, set against a backdrop of white,
handleless cabinets and mid-toned, wood-effect flooring.
Curtains will be in neutral sandy tones, but with a different
texture in each room to give a point of difference.
“I don’t want anything shiny,” says Lee. “I hate shine and gleam,
so all the colours are quite neutral.”
Outside, bright white brickwork is punctuated with cedar
accents, bringing the exterior into the 21st century.
“When you’re doing something this major, it’s important to get a
good builder who you can have a good relationship with and who’s
organised and has a good plan,” says Mark.
“That’s what we’ve had with Braedon.
“The whole Transform team has been really respectful - especially
with two kids in the house,” adds Lee. “It’s not easy for them either,
renovating a house with people living in it.”
They’ve been equally impressed with the other tradies who have
taken a considered approach and shown attention to detail.
The gas fire and gas water heating have been installed by Bay

Brothers Plumbing and Gas, who will also plumb in the bathroom
and kitchen.
All electrical work is being carried out by Electricians BOP,
including the undergrounding of overhead power lines on the street,
for an unobstructed view.
And Pinnacle Plastering Ltd has given the walls a flawless
professional finish.
As they near the finish line, Lee and Mark are looking forward to
being able to welcome family and friends into their newly-renovated
home.
“We’ve been ‘living the dream’,” Lee laughs.
Having never done a renovation on this scale before, there have
been challenges - like when the windows upstairs were boarded up
during the height of summer.
“The heat was unbearable, it was the worst. We used Memorial
Pool as our go-to, and the beach,” says Lee.
“But the kids have been amazing. They haven’t moaned or
whinged.”
“As long as the internet is on they’re happy,” adds Mark.
With the completion of the renovation, they are looking forward
to less screen time and more play time for parents and kids alike.
“We haven’t been able to have people over because it hasn’t been
safe,” says Lee, “so the kids haven’t had any play dates and we
haven’t had any visitors apart from family.
“We can’t wait to invite people over to enjoy the new space
with us.”

We are a team built company that listens
to our clients to make their dream a reality.
We encourage an open and honest
relationship with our clients, because we
want to make your building experience as
enjoyable and relaxed as we can
Braedon Buxton
Director/Project Manager
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P : 027 469 2357
E : Braedon@transformconstruction.co.nz

ALL OVER

It’s no surprise that New Zealand’s biggest full-service real estate agency is well positioned
throughout the Bay of Plenty. With over 50 agents across Tauranga and Mount Maunganui,
we are well stocked with property knowledge and passion for all the Bay has to offer.

Contact your local experts today.
Bayleys Tauranga 07 578 2118 | Ground Floor, 247 Cameron Road
Bayleys Mount Maunganui 07 572 1580 | 314 Maunganui Road, Mount Maunganui

bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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Sir Gordon
Tietjens
The world’s most successful
sevens coach, Sir Gordon
Tietjens, loves his office at his
home in Pillans Point.
He is surrounded by items that tell the
story of special New Zealand players, gold
medal winning world championship and
Commonwealth Games teams, and items
gifted to him from throughout the world
of sevens.
Gordon likes to spend time in the snug
room when he is not away overseas with the
Samoan sevens team he now coaches.
“I am surrounded by everything I have
been involved in and what I love,” he
explains. “It is just a good feeling being
in here. When I look around here at the
memorabilia, it is quite unbelievable really.
It has been a massive journey.”
The airy space has comfy couches placed
to make the most of the outward view
towards the Mount, while the walls are
covered in ornately framed treasures.
There is one for the best players he
coached, as he became the first sevens coach
inducted into the IRB Hall of Fame, and
New Zealand teams featuring three of his

greatest players - Eric Rush, Jonah Lomu
and Christian Cullen.
The 2010 Commonwealth Games
winning team has pride of place on one
wall.
“It was a special tournament to win,” says
Gordon. “It was my fourth gold medal at
the games and what I remember more than
anything is the special occasion of each of
them and all the hard work put in.
“The most memorable times for me were
around those gold medal winning teams at
the Commonwealth Games.”
A remarkable Maori carving stands
proudly next to his desk. It was gifted to
Gordon in recognition of what the former
player and coach has done for Bay of Plenty
rugby.
Tennis is his other great sporting passion.
A special edition piece of art depicting the
great Wimbledon tennis champions hangs
on a wall.
Directly above his desk is a framed gold
medal given to him by his long serving
captain, Eric Rush.
“Coaches don’t receive medals of course,
so he gave me his. In 1998 he said ‘if we
win another Commonwealth Games gold
medal, it is yours’. Four years later he did,
which is really special.”
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Changing
Flooring
Steve Ferris is well qualified to advise on flooring.
Not only has he been involved in flooring all of his life, he’s
carrying on from where his father and grandfather left off.
Now, as owner of The Flooring Room in Tauranga, he says a lot
has changed since his father’s day.
So what’s the big trend for flooring in 2019 and beyond?
“People are keen for different options for their floors, whether that
is timber, laminate or vinyl plank,” says Steve.
“There are now a lot of options out there, meaning people can do
something different. A major change is the growth in hard flooring.
“It used to be that the bulk of the home was carpet, but more and
more Kiwis are now opting to follow international trends, and we are
seeing a lot of interest in engineered wood flooring”.
The style has been embraced in Europe for years, and there are
significant benefits to an engineered wood floor.
The floor arrives ready to lay, and doesn’t require any further
sanding or coating on installation. Made from 100 per cent real
wood, engineered wood flooring is a three-ply solution consisting
of two backing layers of spruce or birch, finished with a top layer of
hardwood.
Engineered wood is designed to last decades, with the ability to
sand the top layer (which can be as thick as 4-6mm) a number of
times – much like a solid timber floor.
Engineered wood can come with low maintenance polyurethane
coatings or an oiled finish which can be simply maintained through

regular oiling. Understanding your costs is easier when it comes to
engineered wood, as it will be supplied with the colour and finish
already complete. It comes in a range of finely crafted textures,
shades, glosses and sizes.
“At The Flooring Room, in addition to carpet, we offer a complete
range of hard flooring solutions,” says Steve.
“We also offer everything from engineered wood flooring to
bamboo and, of course, vinyl, vinyl planking and laminate.”
It can be a little overwhelming when making a decision, but with
literally generations of experience in the team, The Flooring Room
will help make the whole process easy.

WHERE REAL VALUE COMES
WITH REAL FAMILY VALUES
Welcome to The Flooring Room, where we
pride ourselves on providing you with the
best possible value and service, combined
with three generations of flooring experience
and knowledge. We’re a family business, with
an outstanding team dedicated to providing
Sofia Ferris
THE NEXT BOSS

Hayley Ferris
THE REAL BOSS

Lena Ferris
THE NEXT BOSS
Steve Ferris
THE BOSS

you with the highest quality flooring, and the
technical expertise to ensure your finished
floors are absolutely perfect.
Call 07 571 1114 or pop in for a coffee
and experience our interactive flooring
showroom today.

carpet, f loors & more
Cnr 11th Ave & Cameron Road, Tauranga
www.theflooringroom.co.nz
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Specific points of difference
Stuart Dale, director of consultancy firm

They get quite excited about the possibilities when they realise how
they can specify Northbeam in the plan.”
Architectural Promotions, spends a good deal of
The advantages are numerous.
“Many specifiers these days don’t even consider choosing SG10
his working week talking with architects, engineers,
because they have been told that it’s simply not available. Not
designers and specifiers.
only is the Northbeam range
procurable – at a price much
Delivering face-to-face presentations is part and parcel of his role more cost-effective than
communicating the products and services offered by Stuart’s clients.
engineered wood products
Stuart gets to hear about the many issues facing the architectural
– but choosing the 7.2m
sector as they all strive to deliver innovation and efficiencies for their
SPAN
TABLES
FOR
SPECIFIERS
SG8
and
SG10
length
(SG8 or SG10) allows
clients. It’s not an easy game. Finding that point of difference, that
a
specifier
to get an additional
key innovation, clever idea, efficient use of space or cost-effective
Specify Northbeam in 7.2m length - SG8 or SG10 - allows you
10% continuous span under
material,
is
often
problematic.
to increase continuous span by 10% as per NZS 3604 Note below
the NZS:3604 standard.
One of his clients is a timber manufacturer in Waipu by the name
Architects just need to go to the
of Northpine.
span tables to figure out how
SPAN
TABLE- Floor
– SG8
/ SG10
FLOORS
joists
and where it can work for their
Maximum span* of joists at a maximum spacing (mm) of:
Floor joist size
clients using SG10 at 7.2m
400
450
600
lengths.”
As an example, Stuart cites a designer in Northland who had just
(a) 1.5 kPa floor load (dry in service)
finished specifying an engineered solution for all the rafters on one
of his designs, because SG8 wasn’t going to span far enough and he
couldn’t use a bigger timber size as the building was at maximum
height.
“When I told him that he could now get SG10 from his local
merchant
he made the change and saved his client thousands of
(b) 2 kPa floor load (wet in service)
dollars.”
Another case involved a major Auckland housing company that
changed their mid-floor joists on an apartment project from relatively
costly engineered joists to SG10.
“They will not need to pack under the engineered beams to make
them the same size as standard SG8 joists on that level and their
builders will be delighted not to have different fixing requirements to
“They produce a range of high quality dressed and sawn timber
deal with.”
beams, square posts and joists – from very strong Northland-grown
Available from all timber merchants, Northbeam structural
pine – under the brand name Northbeam. They can be used for many
products
are independently verified by GradeRight to SG8 or SG10
different purposes – sub-floor, lintels, joists, rafters and so on … and
standard
and
are also BRANZ Appraised. Northbeam has been
for decks, exposed beams, walkways and pergolas. They are extremely
used
for
civil
and
commercial projects – from public walkways and
strong and dense beams and posts capable of taking big loads.”
wharves to farm gates and imposing entranceways – as well as in
Best of all, Stuart adds, Northpine’s mill is set up to process beams
residential housing as exposed beams and rafters or pergolas
and posts of SG8 and SG10 up to 7.2metres long. Most mills have a
and decks.
maximum length of 6m.
Northbeam products are cut-to-length (up to 7.2m) and delivered
“The specifiers I visit in Auckland, Waikato and Bay of Plenty
swiftly and efficiently from Northpine’s distribution yard in Silverdale
are sometimes reluctant to learn about a small timber mill up north,
to sites all over the upper North Island.
thinking it’s too far away to be relevant to them, but when they
www.northpine.co.nz/northbeam
realise the enormous advantages they can achieve with Northbeam,
it’s a light bulb moment.
www.architecturalpromotions.co.nz
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1.80

140 x 45

2.50

2.50

2.35

2.35

2.05

2.05

190 x 45

3.40

3.40

3.20

3.20

2.75

2.75

240 x 45

4.30

4.30

4.05

4.05

3.50

3.50

290 x 45

5.20

5.20

4.90

4.90

4.25

4.25

* SPANS MAY BE INCREASED BY 10 % FOR JOISTS CONTINUOUS OVER 2 OR MORE SPANS.
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Insulation law changes
Winter is coming, and with it compulsory insulation
for all rental homes. Are you prepared?
Insulation keeps a home warm and dry, making it easier to heat and
healthier for those living in it. It also protects your investment by keeping
the property in good condition.
And from July 1 this year, it will be a legal requirement.
Under the Residential Tenancies Act, ceiling and underfloor insulation
will be required in all rental homes unless it’s physically impossible or
would require major renovations.
If you are a landlord and your rental property doesn’t meet New
Zealand’s insulation standards after this date, you could be fined up to
$4000.
It is also worth bearing in mind that if you’re planning to buy a rental
property in the future and it isn’t already insulated,
you will need to build this into your costs.
According to Tenancy Services New Zealand, the
average cost for a professional installer to put in
both ceiling and floor insulation is about $3400
(excluding GST) for a 96sqm property.
If the property is already insulated, it’s
important to check the condition of the insulation
to make sure it hasn’t deteriorated, and meets the
required R-value at the time it was installed.
The R-value is the rating that indicates how well
insulation resists heat flow. The higher the R-value,
the better the insulation.
If you’re not sure whether insulation can be
installed in your property, start by consulting an
experienced installer. If they tell you that insulating some areas is not
practical or possible, then you need to get written confirmation to
include in your tenancy agreement.

Exceptions to the insulation regulations
•
•
•
•

Apartments where there is a habitable space above and below
Houses on concrete slabs
Houses with skillion roofs where there is no ceiling
Where access would require substantial building work or cause
damage
• Where there is a health and safety risk
• Where demolition or a substantial rebuild is planned within 12
months
• Where a property is bought and immediately rented back to the former
owner/occupier, in which case there is a 12-month exception

What products should I use?
The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority, or EECA,
recommends using insulation that has been accepted for use under the
government’s Warmer Kiwi Home programme, as these products have
been tested by BRANDZ.
Retrofitting or repairing foil insulation is not an option, as this is now
banned under the Building Act, due to the risk of electrocution.

Underflo\or insulation
Underfloor insulation can be made from polyester, wool, polystyrene,
glass wool and a range of other materials. These are known as ‘bulk
insulation’, and the material you choose is a matter of personal preference.
If the property already has underfloor insulation, you will need to
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check that it hasn’t shifted over time and that there aren’t any gaps.
Foil was once the most commonly used material, but has now been
banned in residential buildings due to safety concerns.
If you have existing foil insulation, you need to make sure you turn off
the power supply to the house before checking it. If it’s ripped and parts
are missing, it will need to be replaced with bulk insulation.
EECA recommends choosing underfloor insulation that is:
• Intended for installation under suspended floors
• An R-value of at least R1.4
• The right width for your floor joist spacing (this can vary under older
houses, so you may need to measure between all joists)
• Compliant with the Standard AS/NZS 4859.1
• Installed hard against the underside of the floor - there should be no air
gap between the bottom of the floor and the top of the insulation
• Able to perform in your location - if your subfloor space is not fully
enclosed, you need a product that has been tested for performance
and durability in windy conditions.

Ceiling insulation
Ceiling insulation should be at least 120mm thick, cover
the whole ceiling and not have any gaps in it. There should be
safety gaps between insulation and heat sources, such as recessed
downlights, chimneys, flues and extractor
fans.
Bulk insulation comes in two types –
segments, which fit between the joists, and
blanket, which can be rolled across the top
of the joists.
If you’re installing segment insulation, you will need a higher R-value
to make up for heat lost through the timber.
Loose-fill insulation can be blown into the ceiling when there is
limited space, however it can move over time and cause resulting
moisture problems.
EEC recommends choosing ceiling insulation that is:
• Intended for installation in roofs or ceilings
• A high R-value
• The right width - you need the correct width for the spacing of ceiling
joists, roof trusses or rafters if you’re going to insulate in between
• The right thickness (particularly for skillion roofs) - you need to keep at
least a 25mm gap between the insulation and the roof underlay
• Compliant with the testing Standard AS/NZS 4859.1

What next?
Further changes lie ahead for rental homes, when the Healthy Homes
Standards come into effect from 1 July, 2021.
Currently, if your property has ceiling insulation which is at least
70mm thick and underfloor insulation, and they are both in good
condition, then you don’t need to do anything.
However, come July 2021, all rental properties will need to have
insulation which meets the 2008 Building Code, or is at least 120mm
thick.
If you have installed insulation since 2016, it will already meet the
2008 Building Code.
The healthy homes standards will also include new heating,
ventilation, drainage and draught-stopping measures.
If you’re a landlord, or looking to buy a rental property, it’s worth
taking a look at the standards well in advance, so you can plan ahead
and budget.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

0508 COLE 4 U
12 Patetere Street, Tirau 07 883 1016
anthony@coleelectricalservices.co.nz

MOST GLASS ANY CONDITION CAN BE RESTORED
100% Money Back Guaranteed

Glasso

BEFORE

AFTER

Over 20 years
experience in water
stain & chemical
stain removal

Exclusive
New Zealand
supplier of Glasso
Concentrated
Technology

Sea salt removal from this
ocean front house glass
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We’re giving away a
Showerdome® worth $299!

Be in

to

Steamed mirrors, condensation on walls
and ceilings, slippery floors and mould
are year-round annoying home issues
caused by shower steam, which can
add significant costs to house upkeep.
Not to mention that a dry warm house
is also a healthy house, as damp
bathrooms are the perfect place for
fungus and bacteria to grow, causing
serious health problems. Showerdome®
solves all these problems, controlling
steam, reducing condensation and
making the house healthier and
warmer.

Private residence, Bay of Islands

A Showerdome® shower top consists
of a clear acrylic dome that prevents
steam from forming when fitted on
top of an existing shower box. With no
on-going costs it is the most effective
investment one can make for a home
or rental property. Showerdome® also
makes mirror demisters and extractor
fans redundant and could save the
average household around $250 in
energy costs alone.

From a strong retaining wall to a stunning
pergola, exposed rafters, sturdy deck
or walkway, there’s nothing better than
Northbeam for real strength and character.

Tailor-made in lengths up to 7.2 metres, these
strong SG8 and SG10 verified beams and square
posts are naturally elegant, easy on the eye and
very cost-effective.

Northbeam timber beams and posts from
Northpine are made from pine grown in
Northland because it is stronger, denser and
stiffer than pine grown anywhere else in NZ.

If you prefer the strength, warmth and charm of
timber, insist on Northbeam. BRANZ Appraised,
it’s the natural first choice for specifiers. Talk to your
architect, designer or building supply merchant.

To enter simply email us with
‘SHOWERDOME’ in the subject
line to go into the draw to WIN!

win@myspacemagazine.co.nz
A:
P:
E:
W:

120 Foundry Road, Silverdale
0508 432 115
northbeam@northpine.co.nz
www.northpine.co.nz

*Entries close 31 July 2019. Winner will be notified by email and
prize despatched to their chosen delivery address. We have 1x DIY
Showerdome® kit to give away valued at $299 (installation by a
trained local Showerdome® installer is available at standard pricing)

A product range of Northpine Ltd

Appraisal No.986 [2017]

www.showerdome.co.nz

With Escea gas fireplaces there’s no need to compromise on design. Flexible flue
technology allows you to put the fire wherever you want and there’s also the freedom to
surround your fireplace in any material you can think of, from timber to leather.
The only limit is your imagination.

Learn more at escea.com/DS-Series
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Fireplace, anyplace.

